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Reported tor the Presbvterien. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 


CHURCH. 
Friday Afternoon 33 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. 

- Afier reading the minutes, Messrs. McGill, 

McClung and McCormick requested leave to re- 

cord their names in the affirmative on the ques- 

tion of overturing the Presbyteries on the Mar 

riage question, they being necessarily absent 

when the vote was taken. ‘l‘heir request was 
anted. 

The judicial committee ener on an ap- 
peal and complaint by the Rev. Arch’d Mc- 
Fayetteville.in his case, and recommended that 
the appeal be taken up and issued in the way 
and form prescribed in the Book of Discipline. 
The. report was placed on the docket. 

‘The committee on the report of the Board of 
Domestic Missions reported as follows : 

The Committee to whom were referred the 
Report of the Board of (Domestic) Missions, 
the Report of the Committee on Church-Exten- 
sion, together with Overture No. 5, being sun- 
dry memorials on the subject of the removal of 
the Board and its increased efficiency, report 
that they have had the same under considera- 
tion, and recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions, viz: | 

1. Resolved, That the said Reports be ap- 
proved bv the General Assembly, and be re- 
turned to the Board for publication: and that 
the Board be requested to furnish the Stated 
Clerk of the Assembly with an abstract of the 
Reports fur publication in the Appendix to the 

inutes. 

2. Resolved, That this Assembly hereby ex- 
presses its high gratification and ils sincere gra- 
titude at the growing favour of the cause of Do- 
mestic Missions with some portion of our 
Churches, as manifested by their increased con- 


ueen, from a decision of the Presbytery of 


tributions to it during the past year; and it 
would earnestly recommend the cause to a 
still more enlarged liberality, as one fundamen- 
tally associated with the welfare of our Church 
and country, and the best interests of immoral 
souls. | 

3. Resolved, That the Assembly approve the 
action of the Buard in relation to Church-Exten- 
sion, and continue the management of this im- 
portant enterprise with the Board of Missions 
the plan adupted by the last General Assem- 

ly. 

‘3 Resolved, ‘That the General Assembly, 
confirmed by the Report of the Committee on 
Church-Extension in i‘s views of the great im- 
portance of this means of building up our Zion, 
and regretting to learn the very small contribu- 
tions of our Churches in aid of this cause, do 
hereby most earnestly commend it to their in- 
creased support, and recommend to the “Sy nods 
and Presbyteries to take such action on this sub- 
ject as will secure its presentation to all the 
Churches under their care, ; 

5. Resolved, ‘That the Assembly recommend 
that the Board of Missions furnish all the Pres- 
byteries with a copy of the several Designs of 
church edifices, exhibited to the Assembly by the 
Secretary in connexion with the Report. 

In relation to the memorials which were put 
into the hands of the Commitee, requesting a 
removal of the place of meeting of the Board, 
with a view to its greater efficiency, the com- 
mittee report the following paper, viz : 

‘The very great extent of the field of operation 
of the Board, extending from the New England 
States to the extreme boundary of civilization in 
the West, and from the Northern Lakes to Flo- 
rida, embracing every variety of habits, feelings 
and interests, and an equal diversity in the na- 
ture of the feeble churches and destitutions to be 
supplied, renders it next to impossible for any 
body of men located at any given point within 


‘the territory, however wise and energetic they 
-may be, to manage to the best advantange in all 


the cases that arise. ‘The present is also a 
great crisis in the 4ffairs of the Protestant church- 
es of our land, owing to the rapid increase of 


Popery and other heresies, many of which aregof the discipline of the Church. 


entirely local in their character, and require to 
be promptly met by suitable men. The Valley 
of the Mississippi has especially been selected 
as the great field in which Popery has declared 
her design to fight the battle for empire in this 
Republic. With these considerations in view, 
together with the fact that the Churches are by 
no means awake to the dangers which envirun 
them, and the necessity of not suffering them- 
selves to be outdone by the other Protestant 
denominations, while the General Assembly 
deem it altogether inexpedient to change the 
location of the Board, they adopt the following 
plan for giving increased activity and efficiency 
to its operations : 

1. That a committee be appointed by the 
Board with similar powers to that already loca- 
ted at Philadelphia, to hold its meetings at 
Louisville, Kentucky, and to report monthly to 
the Board. 

2. Thata Secretary and General Agent be 
appainied hy the Roard. ta lahour in connexion 
with the above Western committee, with a 
‘Treasurer and other necessary officers. 

3. That the supervision of the Western and 
Sothwestern fields be committed to the above 
committee, so far as procuring amd locating mis- 
sionaries, and obtaining funds are concerned. 
But neither the Eastern nor Western commitiee 
shall lecate a missionary, for whose support 
they have not in their respective treasuries the 
necessary means, without the consent of the 


4. That the Board at its monthly meetings 
shall, wu the reports of these committees, 
make such transfers of funds as shall be found 


most expedient for furthering the best interests| 


of the work, and shall assign the particular fields 
in which the agents shall labour. 

On motion it was resolved to take up and 
consider the report seriatim. 

‘The first, second, third and fourth resolutions 
were adopted, ‘The fifth was laid on the table. 

‘The Sixth was then read, and the memorials 
on which it was based being called for, were 
read, and the consideration was made the first 
order of the day for to-morrow morning. 
_ Dr. McGill from the committee on the re- 
port of the Board of Education, reported. The 


-Teport was received and put onthe docket, 


It being near the hour of adjournment, the 


Moderstor suggested to the Assembly to wave] 


further business for the purpose.of hearing a 
short parting address from | 


of faith, and whereas, the subject has become! 


der the necessity of leaving the city. Dr. Knox| 
was accordingly heard. 

He said that being under the necessity of 
leaving the city he wished the privilege of ex- 
pressing the great gratification he had felt in at- 


tending the sessions of this Assembly. ‘The 
most of the members were sirangers to him but 
he had not felt that he was among strangers. 
‘The atmosphere which he breathed here in this 
-Assembly was one to which he was accustomed. 
He felt that he was setting and acting with 


The Presbyterian Church and the one he had 
the privilege to represent were.one in doctrine, 
and almost one in government and discipline. 
And during their whole history they have lived 
in the utmost harmony, and been always united 
in the same grand general objects. and enterpri- 
ses fur accomplishing the work assigned to 
It is a matter 
greatly to be desired that this harmony and co- 
operation should continue. ‘This harmony had 

ways existed between the Churches from 
which we claim our origin. The Churches of 
Scotland and Holland had alway blended to- 
gether in doctrine and benevolent effort, and had 
struggled together in the great cause of civil and 
religious liberty. It is a fact worthy of notice 
that during the troublous times in Scotland, the 
persecuted children of the church of Scotland 
found a home and a refuge with their’ brethren 
in Tbolland. 

The same harmony has always marked the 
intercourse of the two churches in this country. 
That fraternal affection and fellowship which 
existed between a Livingston and a Rodgers, in 
the age immediately preceding us, still exists 
between the brethren in both churches, in the 
present. This should continue. Itis a matter 
-of great importance in the struggle that is before 
us. I repeat, Moderator, that | leave you high- 
ly gratified. I have been for many years con- 
nected with public men and public business in 
deliberative bodies, and 1 truly say that never 
have I witnessed so much harmony and good 
feeling among brethren as I have witnessed here. 
There has been discussion, it is true, warm and 
interesting and animaied, but I have not witness- 
ed a single violation of fraternal feeling, or of 
that Christian kindness and courtesy which 
should characterize brethren of the same faith 
and engaged in the same glorious cause. For 
‘the kindness and courtesy shown to myself, you 
have my sincere thanks. And hoping and pray- 
ing that if we never meet again below, we may 
all meet in the General Assembly of the Church 
of the First Born, I bid you, affectionately, fare- 
well. 

An invitation was received from Prof. Mitchell, 
of the Cincinnati Observatory, for the Assembly 
to visit that institution, at any time which might 
suit their convenience. ‘Ihe invitation was ac- 
cepted for to-moriow af ernoon, at 5 o’clock. 

Adjourned until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 

Saturday Morning, May 24. 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. | 

‘I'he Minutes were read and approved. 

‘The committee on leave of absence reported 
that they had granted leave to Messrs. Wood and 
Robertson till Monday afternoon, and to Mr. 
Bard for the remainder of the session. 

The committee on Finance presented a re- 
port, which was received, read and placed on 
the docket. 

The committee further reported a paper rela- 
ting to the subject from Dr. Plumer, the chair- 
man of the committee appointed by a former 
Assembly and recommended that said p»per be 
printed in the public journals, which was agreed 


The committee appointed to draft a minute 
expressive of the sense of the house upon the 
subject of the marriage question reported. ‘The 
report was read and put on the docket—and is 
as follows, viz: ; 
Whereas, the constitutional rule, chapter 24. 
sec. 4th, in regard to marriages has been par- 
tially disregarded in some paris of the Church, 
either from inadverter.ce or a misapprehension 
of the rule, or an impression that it had become 
obsolete, and whereas, a diversity of sentiment 
exists as it regards the scriptural warrant of the 
prohibition—and whereas, a large minority have 
voted to send the question, whether this section 
should be expunged or retained, down to the 
Presbyteries, and whereas the Assembly desire 
always to manifest all due respect and tender- 
ness towards the scruples of brethren in matters 


involved in perplexities which cannot be reme- 
died by any action retrospective in its bearing, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That without reference to the past, 
the Assembly enjoin upon their ministers and 
members a due observance of the constitutional 
rule for the future, and while leaving all former 
cases of the violations of this law to be disposed 
of by the lower judicatories as their wisdom and 
prudence may direct—the judgment of this As- 
sembly is that all violations thereof, hereafier 
occurring shall be regarded by Sessions and 
Presbyteries as proper cases for the enfurcement 


‘The unfinished business of yesterday was ta- 
ken up, viz: the report of the committee on the 
report of the Board of Domestic Missions, 
together with the several memorials asking 
a removal of the Board to the West. ‘I‘hese 
memorials were read and the question being 
on the adoption of that part of the report 
which relates to the organization of a western 
committee and agency, | 

Dr. Potts said that that which was contem- 
plated by the committee in their report was to 
be understood as a compromise. ‘There were 
two extremes in the opinion of the brethren on 
this subject. One was that the Board should 
remain, and have all its business transacted in 
Philadelphia. Let it remain there; and if there 
had been any want of efficiency and energy let 
the evil be remedied. ‘The other was, that the 
Board should be removed inio the midst of the 
field which it was mainly the object of the Board 
40 occupy, as it was in the West thatthe great 
Struggle was to be maintained between Protes- 
tantism and Popery. ‘The plan prepared by the 
commitiee is a compromise between these two 
opinions. The committee supposed that the 
Board could not now be removed with safety 
and that which they considered the next best 
for the West was the plan proposed. Seve- 
ral inquiries here arise, and first, Is there any 
necessity for the change? Is there any call 
for this business to be carried forward with more 
energy and efficiency? All admit that some- 
thing more efficient should be adopted and car- 
ried forward with more energy. With the in- 
crease of our population we should have in- 
creased efforts for their evangelization. li 
is known that our population doubles every 
twenty-three years, and cunsequenily the Church 
should double her means and efforis fur carry- 
ing forward the kingdom of Christ. ‘This I 
need not say has not been done. But while 
this is the fact respecting us, errorists have 
more than doubled, both in efforts and progress. 
And the great mass of this increase of error has 
been poured upon the West. Special efforts 
are now making to gain the entire ascendency 
in the West by pouring in upon us a tide of 
population which is calculated and intended to 
subvert our institutions. It is an’accredited fact 
that $700,000 were contributed last year into the 
‘Treasury of the Society at Lyons, for the purpose 
of propagating Popery in the various Romish 
Missions. ‘This,’ too, is in 


advancing against our common enemy. 


amount contributed to other treasuries of the: 


Propaganda and by another Society called the 
Teopold Foundation in Austria. A large por- 
tion of this is made to bear upon us in the West. 
Now it may be supposed by some that we who 
live in the West, may feel peculiarly sensitive 
on this point and take a distorted view of the 
case; but it is so viewed by others who are far 
removed from us and cannot be supposed to be 
influenced by the proximity of this danger. The 
Edinburgh Witness speaking on this subject, 
says that here, in this great Valley, which is 
destined to have a preponderating influence in the 
United States, the country is full of Priests, 
This istrue. ‘The West will have this influ- 
ence and will speak in its choice of men to be 
our Chief Magistrates, and in our national coun-) 
cils. And this great country is now crowded 
with the emissariesof Rome. They arelabouring, 
too, with an assiduity worihy of a beuer cause. 
The same paper from which I have quoted, 
says that when the rally is made between the 
great contending parties it will commence in the 
valley of the Upper Mississippi, that is, the 
Mississippi above the mouth of the Ohio. 

Now, in connection with this, let us look at 
the actual state of things. When I first went 
to St. Louis, there wag but one Romish church, 
and one convent of the Sacred Heart. Now 
there are six churches, three convents—free 
schools, containing nine hundred children—two 
palaces cailed orphan asylums—a public infir- 
mary under the control of the Sisters of Charity, 
which they have managed so adroitly as to have 
the appointment of the attending surgeon of the 
Marine Department, though he is. paid by the 
United States. We have six places where mass 
is said, and more are being erecied. Within six 
or seven years, more than $300,000 have been 
expended in that city alone, for the furtherance 
of Popery. ‘hey claim a Catholic population 
of 16,000, which is almost the one-half of the 
whole number of inhabitanis. The same pro- 


gress is making in Illinois, lowaand Wisconsin. 

From the Catholic Almanac, we learn that 
they have now in this country, 21 dioceses, 26 
bishops, 645 churches, 709 priests, 22 ecclesi- 
astical seminaries, and 15 colleges. 

This, Mr. Moderator, is only one feature of 
the case,-and [ sball not stay to dwell upon all 
the other grades of error and irreligion, which 
are pouring in upon us. But from what I have 
already stated, it is very evident that we need 
to carry on our affairs with much more efficien- 
ey and energy than we have done, if we expect 
either to advance or to maintain our present 
ground. It is not mere fancy or supposition, 
there is an imperious necessity laid upon us of 
shaking off our lethargy, and going forth to this 
work with renewed zeal and efficiency. But 
we are told that if we bring the management of 
this great concern to the West, that the East 
will cast us off, and not extend to us her helping 
hand. I cannot believe it. I hope there is not, and 
will not be any such feeling at the East. Itisslan- 
dering our Eastern brethren to say that because we 
wish to have a part in the management of these 
great interesis in the West, where we are espe- 
cially interested, that therefo.e they will casi us 
off. We should all feel and act as if we were 
one; and | hope we do feel as one, united in 
one great cause. ‘The Methodist Episcopal 
Church have not been back ward in pushing for- 
ward their denominational interests, and thus 
They 
have their German missionaries who labour with 
that class, anJ they have gone on with zeal and 
energy in organizing churches, establishing cir- 
cuits, &c., and they manage their operations in 
a manner similar to that which we wish now to 
establish. Indeed, there is no evangelical 
church which, in my view, is not doing more 
in proportion to her means and opportunity than 
we. | 

We may also notice another society more 
nearly related to us. ‘The American Home Mis- 
sionary last year disbursed $102.000 for the 
great work of Domestic missions, and had in 
their employ 907 missionaries ; while our Board 
disbursed only $42,000, and aided 316 mission- 
aries. We are thus lamentably behind, both in 
means and effort. We are behind others, as 
well as what we ought to be, and might be, our- 
selves. In saying that there is a necessity of 
more efficiency and energy in carrying on our 
operations, it is of course implied that our Board 
is lacking in these qualifications, And in what 
I have to say on this point I have no desire to 
wound the feelings of any one. But it becomes 
us to look at this matter, and if there is a defi- 
ciency any where, to remedy ‘it as far and as fast 
as we can. ‘The brethren that compose the 
Board are all brethren whom I highly respect, 
and who J] know will not feel aggrieved at any 
thing L am about to say on this matter, in which 
we are all equally interested. 


But who is the Board? It is composed of 
ministers and elders in different parts of the 
Church. Brother Breckinridge, of Louisville, 
and our venerable brother here, the senior j.astor 
of this Church, and my humble self are members 
of the Board. But we are not responsible for any 
of the business done further than the appoint- 
ment of the Executive Committee. We have 
no management of any of its concerns, and can- 
not have. We are so widely separated that we 
cannot meet. ‘The Board is, in fact, in Phila- 
delphia. The Executive Committee with the 
few members of the Board in and around Phil- 
adelphia, amounting, perhaps, to ten or twelve 
of the party, are in fact the Board. It would 
be better indeed to throw off this mass of 
names, who are members only in name, and re- 
tain only the Executive Committee. But for 
the past efficiency of the Board let us refer to 
facts. In the hands of the Western agency, 
comprising nine States and territories, the 
Board expended last year only a little over $12,- 
000. Now all over this vast field there are 
groups of Presbyterian families who might be 


gathered into churches that would grow and be-} 


come strong, if they had the men to labour 
among them fora while. ‘This, it is admitted, 
is by far the most important field for the Board’s 
operations, and yet they have expended here 
less than one-third of their means. It is not 
then surprising that the Synod of Missouri 
should say in their memorial that the Board had 
virtually abandoned this field. But they tell 
us they cannot get the men. Moderator, I be- 
lieve if men could be supported in the field they 
would not be wanting. ‘lhe fact is, that many 
men have been, and are now unwilling to come to 
this field. 1 have received numerous letters from 
men wishing to come West and my answers 
have always been, come. We need you if you 
can be supported. ‘They write to the Secretary 
of the Board, and he tells them the Board will 
give $100 perannum. Wel!, he has no means 
of travelling to the place, and no prospect of any 
adequate support when there. He has heard 
about the wild and almost savage people of the 
West, and dves not know but that they will lef 
him starve, and concludes nut to come. In al- 
most every instance in which we have failed to 
supply our vacancies, the failure has not result- 
ed from want of men, but of means for their 
support. ‘lhe Board itself must believe that if 
they would adopt the plan of the Home Mis- 
sionary Society and agree to make up to a 
man the amount of $400, the fiel-] would soon 
be full. But itis said again, that the Board have 
not the funds. ‘The churches have not sup- 
plied them with the funds, and therefore they 
cannut give them. But is this the fault of the 
churches entirely? Let us suppose a case. “ 
the American Home Missionary Society should 


Eastern brethren do not know whatare our feel- 


arrested for a few minutes to hear the Rev. 


say to all their agents, come home and we will 
try to get along without you—we will send out 


in your place a little monthly periodical, con- 
taining some strong facts and appeals to the 
churches and let them send in their coutnbo- 
tions, how much money do you suppose they 
would receive? They would not be likely to 
have their $102,000 to send out every year. 
The Church needs to have appeals made by 
men who know the state of the case, and whose 
hearts feel for Ziou, and are earnest in the work 
of building up her wastes. ‘The Domestic 
Chronicle is not read by one ina hundred of 
our people, and when read, it does not produce 
the effect of a living witness. I fully believe 
that sufficient funds might be raised to supply 
this wide field with men. ‘The Church has 
wealth enough, and I believe has heart enough 
to give it, if proper means were used to obtain 
it. These things ‘settle the matter in my mind 
that the want is not for men, but funds, and the 
= might be had if the Board would do their 
uly. 

But there is another matter. In the publica- 
tion which has gone forth from the Board, de- 
signed as a reply to these memorials, we have 
some pretty plain hints, that we of the West 
must not complain because we have received 
some aid from the Board. It amounts about to 
this: You Missionaries are not the men to 
complain about this matter. heeance you fave 
received of our funds. 
then be stopped because the Board have helped 
some of us to $100 or so? LT hope not. That 
amount, small as it is, is not the money of the 
Board, but of the Church ; and we must not be 
stopped from speaking when we think the Board 
have not made so useful a disbursement of the 
fun‘ls of the Church as they might. 

But again. ‘The West, in fact, receives but 
litle advantage from her connexion with the 
East in this matter. I have already shown that 
the West received last year only $12,000. The 
Churches in the same region contributed $9,000 
so that we have only received about $3,000. 
Now if we had a Western Agency, and could 
send a deputation of pastors to the East, they 
could collect in $ months more than we now re- 
ceive. But further: There is not only an une- 
qual distribution of funds, but also of men. We 
find that the Board had in the West last year 
158 men. In all the South and Southwest 22. 
And in five of the old States 136. ‘Thus ex- 
pending in five of the old States almost one half 
of the men and nearly two-thirds of the funds.— 
The Executive committee tell us in the docu- 
ment already referred to, that they are only the 
treasury of the Church, and can furnish only 
the men-and the means that are furnished to 
them. ‘Then if they are such a mere passive 
concern as this, I think it might be greatly sim- 
plified. Let brother Hoge, the ‘Treasurer, 
simply state to the Churches, that he will re- 
ceive money and applications, and direct the 
men where to go. 
great saving of labor and of expense tov, and I 
do not see but that the concerns of the Board 
might be attended to equally as well as they are. 
But we need more. We need men to go to all 
the Churches and gather in to the Treasury ; 
and we need men to look out the best places 
upon which to expend it, and the best way. 

The plan now proposed is to have a Western 
Committee and a Western Agency. I have said 
this is a compromise. It is not all we want nor 
all we need; but if it is all we can get, we will 
try to make the best of it. ‘This Commitee 
and Agency will, it is true, be composed of 
Western men, but surely we have men in the 
West who have common sense, and can attend 
to such business correctly and efficiently. If 
this committee be appointed, arrangements may 
be made to facilitate the operations of both. It 
will increase the expense but a trie which is 


And shall our mouths} 


This would certainly be a} 


not worth considering. ‘The only expense that 
this Western Committee need to incur, will be 
the rent of an office and a small compensation 
to a young man, a student of theology, for keep- 
ing the office to receive and answer calls when 
the Committee is not in session. 

It is necessary to have men to transact this 
business who are personally acquainted with the 
state of things in the West. It is not to be ex- 
pected that the brethren in Philadelphia can 
know as much on this subject, as we who have 
been travelling over all this vast country for 
years. ‘The brethren at the East know nothing 
of what it is to travel from one to two hundred 
miles to a meeting of Presbytery or to assist a 
brother at a communion, and on the way have 
appointments for preaching in school houses and 
log cabins, in neighbourhoods where are some 
of those groups of Presbyterian families of 
whom I spoke before; where churches might 
be organized and grow and be a blessing to com- 
munity, ifthey had the men. And more, our 


ings when, having preached to these scattered 
sheep, they surround us with tears, asking for 
some one to break to them the bread of life. 
Nor do they know the sad and sickening feeling 
that comes over our hearts, when we have heard 
of a brother who is willing to come to our aid, 
we are put off with the cold response of the 
Board that they can do nothing for us, and we 
know that all those scattered sheep must be lost 
to the Presbyterian church. 


But there is still another argument. In Phil- 
adelphia there are three Boards and some indi- 
viduals I believe are members of the whole three. 
They have weekly meetings and monthly meet- 
ings—The most of them too have other business 
to atfend to, and it is almost a matter of impos- 
sibility that the duties which these important 
concerns require can be attended to as they 
should be. 

But I must close. I did not expect to detain 
the Assembly so long. | do not say, Mr. Mod- 
erator, that my heart feels more on this subject 
than yours or those of my brethren here: but 
when I look at all these lous and the state of 
things around us itis not a matter of wonder 
that | am in earnest. ; 

After Dr. Potts had closed, the business was 


Charles Fitch, agent of the American Bible 
Society. Mr. Fitch was heard, and on motion 
lt Was, 

Resolved, That this Assembly learn with 
pleasure the increasing prosperity enjoyed by the 
American Bible Society and particularly in res- 
pect to its operations at home. 

Resolved, ‘That we regard with deep interest 
and commend with our warmest approbation 
and fervent prayers its effurts to supply our en- 
tire population, Protestant and Roman Catholic, 
Native and Foreign with the Bible. 

‘The unfinished business was again resumed, 
and Dr. McDowell, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Board, was heard. 


He said it was known to all the Assembly 
that he addressed them under great embarrass- 
ment. He could not hear what was said by the 
brethren, and could not even hear his own voice. 
He did not mention this to excite the sympathy 
of the brethren, but to claim their indulgence. 
I have lost the force of the appeal from brother 
Potts, and canndét meet his argument farther 
than they have been reported to me by another. 
But so far as I can understand him, there is no 
difference between us on the main point; thatis, 
energy and efficiency inthe Board. ‘The Board 
have no other object than to urge forward the 


work committed to them with all possible effi- 
cicncy. If there is any practicable plan proposed 
to effect this object in a better way, the Board 
are ready to adopt it. But there is now a defi- 
nite object before us, viz: the removal of the 
Board farther west. ‘This seems to be the great 


charm in the minds of some brethren. Bring 


the Board west and all will go on, not only with 
steamboat speed, but with the velocity of light. 
ning: Butin the way of this change there are 
difficulties which, as wise men, it becomes us to 
look at. ‘The missionary operations of the 
church have been carried on in Philadelphia for 
more than forty years. A large amount of let- 
ters, books, &c., have accumulated which are all 
important. It is no small matter now to break 
up and transfer them all to new hands. ‘The 
Board is also a corporate body. ‘They have 
funds and legacies left them which otherwise 
they could not collect, and some of which are 
now actually in law. All these interests are en- 
dangered, and what would be the actual loss of the 
Bowrd, by being removed to another Siate, [ am 
not lawyer enough to tell. Pe 


But suppose you agree to change its location, 
where will you putit? You will immediately be 
met with conflicting claims. Pittsburgh, Cin- 
cinnatti, Louisville, and St. Louis, all will urge 
their claims. And if you adopt the principle 
that the Board must be in the centre of the field, 
where will you find it? When we add Texas, 
Oregon, California, and a few other smadd terri- 
ritories to our field, where will we find the cen- 
tre? The Board would have to procure gsome- 
thing like Mr. Finney’s big tent, and be ready 
to move every year. For such a change we 
must have strong reasons. Aud wirat reasons 
do they offer? Much is said about Philadel-| 
phia being too far east. ‘The operations of the 
church have been carried on in Philadelphia for 
more than forty years, and can the brethren spe- 
cify any case of unfaithfulness. Until within 
the last few years the largest contributions to the 
church were in that vicinity. ‘his is not so 
much the case now, as some of our liberal 


friends are dead, and others have met with re- 


verses which have rendered them unable to do 
as they have done. But it is said also, that the 
brethren of Philadelphia have too much to do, 
to attend to all matters efficiently, But the men 
who compose our Executive Committee are not 
pastors, but mostly laymen. ‘The labour is 
carefully distributed so as not to tax the time of 
any man tooheavily. Aud they are all business 
men and have the advantage of knowledge and 
experience in the business of the Board. But 
it is said there is a want of-efficiency in the 
Board. And what is expected of any Board 
with limited powers ? 


‘They must make a wise use of the means 
they can get and use all suitable means to get as 
much as possible. As to the first I would re- 
mark that the Board are not wholly responsible 
for the use of all the means they have. Pres- 
byteries frequently require their contributions 
io go in a certain way and so do individ- 
uals. For this the Board are not responsible. 
But suppose the Board to be wholly responsible 
for what they receive, | would ask any one 
either in or out of the Church to point to any 
institution that has accomplished so much good 
with so small an amount of means. Since the 
separation of the Church in 1838, one half of 
the Churches that have been organized, have 
been by the Missionaries of the Board. I need 
not tell the Assembly that our means have been 
limited. We have nocontrol over the men we 
send out. We cannot compel them to go. In 
the older setilements, vacancies are constantly 
occurring and the number of late has been in- 
creasing. ‘These hold out strong inducements 
to young men, and they must be filled. New 
Churches, too, are frequently organized in the 
old settlements, and here society is formed and 
of a character to affurd strong inducements to 
young men in preference to the West. ‘These 
take the greater part of our young men and the 


betier part, so that ahe number of men at the 
command of the Board is small. As tw the 


amount of support allowed to each, that is not 
in the hands of the Board. We musily give 
blank commissions to those we send out with a 
part of his pay in advance to bear his expenses 
to the field, and leave the amount to be fixed by 
the Presbytery. 

In no one instance I believe, have the Board 
refused to give the amount specified by the 
Presbytery. In some cases where a man has 
the same place for six or seven years, and siill 
requires the same amount as at first, the Board 


have lowered the amount because it is thought). 


that the churches should by that time be doing 
more for the support of their pastor themselves 
than at first, and if not, the field is not promising, 
and the aid should be extended to more promising 
fields. But as to. the collection of funds, our 
powers are also limited. ‘They have done all 
they can do to keep the subject before the peo- 
ple. But it is said we should have a stronger 
agency, and this has always been the doctrine 
of the Board, though it has not been the doc- 
trine of others. Who has not heard the cry 
against paid agents ? Perhaps the Board have been 
too much influenced by this cry, and have there- 
by limited their operations in this respect too 
far. But mere agency will not accomplish the 
work. ‘The increase of $10,000 to our contri- 
butions of last year, was not from the region in 
which we had agents. It was mainly from that 
part of the Church in which we had no agents, 
but the pen of your deaf secretary. Inthe West 
where we have a strong agency, the increase 
has been comparatively small. I do not say 
this as an argument against agents, but to show 
the fact that the evil lies back of all agents and 
of the Board. It is with the pastors of the 
Churches. If they would come up to their duty 
all would be right. 


- But there is another fact that we shall look at. 
During all the derangement in business which 
all departments have suffered for the last seven 
or eight years the Board has been steadily ad- 
vancing, and was never so strong as now. ~ 

But it is said again, that too great an amount 
of the means of the Board las been absorbed in 
and around Philadelphia and the old States. 
‘This is an evil, but the Board are not responsi- 
ble. Presbyteries ask when they contribute to 
the Board, that so much must be done for them. 
This is the case at the West as well as the oo 
‘They go upon the principle of taking care o 
theirown vacancies. ‘I'he Board have struggled 
against this difficulty as far as they could. But 
sull it is not the fact that much has been ex- 


pended in and around Philadelphia. ‘The Board). 


have now only two Missionaries in the Presby- 
tery of Philadelphia. ‘They had two others, 
but they are both off. In the Presbyteries in 
the Middle States there are, it is true, too large 
demands, but how are we to remedy the evil? 
How will a-change of location remedy it? 


But it is said also that the Westhas a better 
knowledge of the field, &c. _ ‘This is plausible, 
but is itthe fact?’ For general information it 
seems to me there are better means at Philadel- 
phia than at Louisville. ‘The trade from the 
West is not with Louisville, but with Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore and New York. Business men 
all have their constant intercourse with the East 
and I do not see how a knowledge of particular 
places can be better acquired at Louisville 
than at Philadelphia, ‘They must depend on 
the report of their agents and Presbyteries after 
all, and the commitiee have the same means at 
Philadelphia that they have at Louisville. 


But we have been told also about the pecu- 
liar genius and spirit of the West. I heard 
so much about the peculiar genius of the West, 
that I was almost prepared to find a different 
race of people, though a strong believer in the 
unity of the human race.x—And when I first 
visited the West I was somewhat surprised to 
find a people so much like ourselves, and came 
to the conclusion that the people of the Wes; 


were very much like those of the East, only 
perhaps a little more so!” 

Now, in view of all these things, is there any 
one who would wish to break up the Board at 
Philadelphia, and set it afloat, not knowing 


where to stop? And here I might rest, but) 


there are a few strong reasons against the remo- 
val of the Board which I must offer. A change 
would, I think, be disastrous. ‘The West is 
not the whole field, though the most important 
part of it. ‘There is also a vast missionary field 
east and south. ‘lhe Board are not at liberty to 
overlook any part of it. And as it regards the 
whole field, is not the present location the best? 
Even the interests of the West, in my view, 
can be better subserved at the East. ‘The West 
is dependent on the East, to a great extent, for 
both men and means, and how could they be 
better furnished at the West than at the East? 
The balance of population will, it is true, soon 
be at the West, but the trade will always be at 


the East, and there all our pecuniary interests} 


must still centre. As to the remark that the 
West derives little advantage from their connec- 
tion with the East, the brother mistakes. I do 
not dispute his statement respecting last year, 
but this year more than o1¢e-half of all that has 
been expended in the West has been paid from 
the treasury in Philadelphia. I thought it best 
to say this much on the removal of the Board. 
I wish also to give some reasons against the 
oper proposition, a Western Committee at Louis- 
ville. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the 
discussion was arrested, and the Assembly ad- 
journed until Monday morning at 9 o’clock. 

Concluded with prayer. 


Monday morning, May 26, 1845. 
The Assembly met and was constituted with 
yer. 
‘The committee on leave of absence reported 
that they had granted leave to Messrs. Marshall 


Crowe and Elias Chester. 


On motion, Overture No. 14, being a memo- 
rial from the Presbytery of Muhlenburg praying 
fur the erection of a new Synod, was taken up 
and read ; and it was resolved that the following 
overtures be sent down to the Presbyteries com- 


posing the Synods of Kentucky and West Ten-| 


nessee, viz: the expediency of forming a new 
Synod to be composed of the Presbytery of 
Muhlenburg, now of the Synod of Kentucky, 
and the Presbyteries of West ‘Tennessee and 
Nashville of the Synod of West ‘Tennessee, to 
be acted upon by those Synods and referred to 
the next General Assembly by those Presbyte- 
ries. 

The unfinished business was resumed, and 
the discussion continued until the hour of ad- 
journment arrived. 

On motion, the rules were suspended, and it 
was Resolved, ‘That the Assembly meet hence- 
forth at the hour of three in the afternoon. 

On motion, the following persons were elect- 
ed to fill vacancies in the Board of Education: 


Ministers. Laymen. - 
A. Alexander, D. D., Alexander Henry, 
S. S. Davis, _A. W. Mitchell, M. D., 
A. Macklin, M. Newkirk, 
W.S. Plumer, D. D., J. B. Mitchell, 
J. McDowell, D. D., W. Harris. M. D., 
J. N. Campbell, D. D.. Wm. Nesbit, 
N. Murray, D. D., Robert Soutier, 
M. B. Hope, vice Rev. And. Harris. 
S. Blythe, deceased. 7 
And the Assembly adjourned with prayer. 
Monday Afternoon, 3 o'clock. 
The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. | 
Afier reading the minutes the Committee of 


Bills and Overtures reported an overture from] 


tne Synod of Wheeling respecting the boundary 
line of that Synod; also an overture from the 
Presbytery of Greenbrier on the subject of the 
boundary line of that Presbytery. ‘These over- 
tures were referred to a committee consisting of 
Messrs. Lewis, Core, and E. Chester, also an 
overture respecting a union of the Theological 
Seminaries at Allegheny and New Albany in 
one, to be located near Cincinnati and request- 
ing the Assembly to appuint a committee to 
confer with the ‘Trustees and Professors of the 
Seminaries on the subject. ‘This was referred 
to a committee consisting of Messrs. Hulbard, 
T’. B. Clark, Alexander, Sharpe, and Davis, to 
report thereon as soon as practicable. 

The unfinished business of the morning was 
taken up, the question being on the postpone- 
ment of the report of the committee for the pur- 
pose of considering the motion of Dr. Lord, to 
appoint a committee to report to the next As- 
sembly. ‘The motion to postpone was briefly 
discussed by Dr. Goodrich, Mr. Hall, and 
others, when the previous question was moved 
and sustained, and the motion to postpone was 
carried. 


The discussion then turned upon the motion 
of Dr. Lord. 7 

It was discussed by Dr. Weed, Dr. Hamilton, 
Dr. Potts, Dr. Jones, and others, when the mo- 
tion to refer was put, and lost, and the question 
turned upon the adoption of the remaining part 
of the report of the committee on the report of 
the Board of Missions, which contemplated the 
organization of a westerp branch of the Board 
at Louisville, Kentucky. ‘The first and second 
were read and passed. ‘The third item was 
amended by inserting after the word * fields’’ the 
words, ** the boundaries of which are to be de- 
signated by the Board’’ and was then passed. 
The fourth item, with the preamble, was then 
passed, and the whole thus amended, was then 
adopted. 

Nominations were made to fill vacancies in 
the Board of Domestic Missions, which was 
made the order of the day for to-morrow morn- 
ing at nine o’clock. | 

The committee on Foreign Correspondence 
reported an answer to the Free Church of Scot- 
land. The letter of the Free Church of Scotland, 
together with their communication on the sub- 
jectof slavery, to this Assembly, and the answer 


of the committee were read, when the Assem-) 


bly adjourned until this evening, at 8 o’clock. 


Monday Evening, 8 o'clock. 

— met and was opened with 
prayer. 

After reading the minutes the report of the com- 
mittee on Foreign Correspondence was taken 
up, and the letter to the Free Church of Scot- 
land was adopted. 

The committee on the narrative of the state 
of religion reported ; their report after amend- 
ment was adopted. 

‘On motion of Dr. Potts, it was resolved that 
the Assembly elect twenty-four members to fill 
vacancies in the Board of Missions, instead of 
sixteen, the usual number heretofore, and that 
hereafter the Assembly will annually elect the 
same number. 


The order of the day for to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock being the election of persons to fill 
vacancies in the Board of Missions, it was anti- 
cipated by unanimous consent of the house, and 
the following persons being nominated, were 
unanimously elecied, viz.— Ministers, John Me- 
Dowell, D. D.,. W. L. Breckinridge, D. D., 
James Wood, D. D., W. A. McDowell, D. D., 
J. M. Krebs, D. D., E. P. Humphrey, Daniel 
Stewart, S, Seovell, D. J. Todd, W. W. Hill, 
J. L. Wilson, D. D., S. R. Wilson ;—Laymen, 
Samuel Cassidy, C. Woodruff, W. Richardson, 
W. Garvin, Samuel Russell, H. ‘Tunstall, A. W. 
Mitchell, M. D., James Dunlap, William Dalty. 

The report of the committee on the Marriage 


Question was taken up. It was moved to lay it} 


on the table for the purpose of moving a re-con 


the question ** Has a Sy 


sideration of the vote on referring the subject to 
the Presbvteries. ‘The motion to lay on the 
table was lost. 

After some further discussion it was moved to 
postpone it indefinitely, which was carried, and 
the whole was indefinitely postponed. 

‘The committee appointed on the overture from 
the Synod of Wheeling, and the Presbytery of 
Greenbrier, respecting their boundary lines, re- 
ported, that as the claima of the Synod of 
Wheeling, and the Presbytery of Greenbrier 
conflict, the whole matter be referred to the par- 
ties themselves for mutual agreement. ‘The re- 
port was adopted. 

The appeal of the Rev. Archibald McQueen, 
was made the second order of the day for to- 
morrow morning. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at nine 
o’clock. Concluded wlth prayer. 

Tuesday Morning, 9 o'clock. 

The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. Afier reading the minutes the order of 
the day was taken up, viz. the report of the 
committee on the report of the Board of Educa- 
tion. ‘The report was read and is as follows: 

Ist, Resolved, ‘That the Assembly appreciate 
with great satisfaction the fidelity with which 
the arduous, delicate, and peculiarly embarrass- 
ing duties of this Board have been discharged. . 


2d, Resolved, ‘That-we.renew our earnéstand 


solemn urgency on the Presbyteries to be caré- 
ful and cautious in their choice of beneficiaries, 
and that they be enjoined to require not only 
clear evidences of piety and prudence, but also 
of talents of a high order. 

3d, Resolved, That all teachers who have be- 
nefic:aries under their care, whether in Acade- 
mies, Colleges, or ‘Theological Seminaries, be 
urged to watch the progress of these students 
with the utmost vigilance ; and to report prompt- 
ly and faithfully every instance in which & stu- 
dent falls below a high standard in any of the 
various qualifications now specified in the form 
of report to this Board, 

4th, Resolved, That to suffer a candidate un- 
der the care of this Board to slight his solemn 
pledge, by entering the ministry without * a tho- 
rough course of study preparatory,” or ‘*a three 
years’ course of ‘Theological study,”’ be regard- 
ed by the Assembly as injurious to the cause of 
education, ensnaring to the conscience of bene- 
ficiaries, dangerous to the honour and best inte- 
rests of Zion, and to be excused only under cir- 


cumstances of extraordinary necessity. 


Sth, Resolved, That in proportion as the As- 
sembly do thus guard a watch the opefation 
of this Board, they commend it to the inereas- 
ing confidenve of the churches, as prospered of 
God, vital to every other interest and enterprise 
we cherish, and deserving a far more munificent 
support by prayers and contributions than it has 
ever yet received. 

6th, Resolved, That the report be approved 
and returned to the officers of the Buard for 
publication. 7 

The report was then adopted. 

Mr. Mclnnis, on behalf of himself and others, 
offered a minute explanatory of their vote on 
the marriage question, which was read and ad- 
mitted to record, and is as follows: 

The undersigned respectfully submit the fol- 


) lowing minute, and request that it be put upon 


the records of this Assembly, viz. In voting for 
the resolution to overture the Presbyteries on 
the subject of altering that section of the Con- 
fession of Faith which relates to marriage, we 
wish it distinctly understood that we did not 


. vote in the affirmative, because we were in fa- 


vour of such alteration. 

R. Melnnis, 

Thos. W. Kerr, 

Henry McDonald, 

Burton, 

A. R. Graves, 

James J. Miles, 

James N. Lewis. 

The second order of the day was taken up, 
viz. The complaint of the Rev. Archibald Me- 
Queen. Mr. McQueen not being present, Mr. 
Goldsmith was appointed to manage his case. 
The Moderator reminded the house that they 
were about to sit in a judicial capacity, and en- 
joined on the menibers to regard their high char- 
acter as judges of a court of Jesus Christ. 

The report of the Judicial Committee with 
the complaint of Mr. McQueen, and all the pa- 
pers in the case, were read. ‘The parties in 
the case were then heard. Afier some discus- 
sion the following resolution was offered by Dr. 
Hamilton, viz. | 

Resolved, ‘That the prayer of the memorialist 
be granted so far as that this General Assembly 
recommend to the Presbytery of Fayetteville to 
reconsider their decision in the case of the Rev. 
Archibald McQueen, ond if in their judgment it 
should appear conducive to the peace of the 
Church and the promotion of religion in the re- 
gion around them, to restore Mr. McQueen to the 
communion of the Church, and to the exercise 
of the functions of the gospel ministry, on -the 
ground that in his case, the ends of discipline 
are attained by the operation of the sentence un- 
der which Mr. McQueen has been lying for a 
period of three years. 

After some discussion the previous question 
was moved and sustained, and the vote was 
taken by ayes and noes as follows: 

Ayes 86, noes, 62, non-liquet 1: so the reso- 
lution sustaining the complaint on the ground 
specified was carried. 

The committee on the overture proposing a 
union between the Allegheny and New Albany 
‘Theological Seminary reported. ‘The report 
was laid on the table. : 

The Committee on Finance reported. Their 
report was accepted, anended, and adopted, and 
ordered to be printed in the appendix to the 
minutes. 


Alex. Donaldson, © 

James J. Gillispie, 
Abraham Hagaman, 
R. Davidson, 


J. Doll, 
George P. Tilley, 


Adjourned until this afternoon at 3 o’clock— 


concluded with prayer. 
° Tuesday Afternoon. 
The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. 
The committee on Foreign Correspondence 


reported a letter to the General Assembly of the — 


Church of Ireland, which, as also the letter from 
the said Assembly, to which it is an answer, 
was read. On motion the answer was adopied, 
and ordered to be printed in the appendix to the 
minutes. 

Agreeably to the recommendation of the same 
committee, the letter from the General Associa- 
tion of New Hampshire was read, and on mo- 
lion it was . 

Resolved, That our Delegate to that body be 
required to reciprocate its sentiments of Chris- 
tian affection, and to deliver to them a eopy of 
our minutes for this year, calling their attention 
particularly to the action of the Assembly at 
this time on the subject of slavery. 

A leuer from the delegate of the German Re- 
formed Church was also read, and on motion it 
was 

Resolved, That our delegate to that body be 
required to deliver to them a copy of our mi- 
nutes for this year, and to reciprocate the senti- 
ments of Christian and fraternal regard which 


the letter contains. 


On motion overture No. 4 was taken up, being 
a request from the Presbytery of Elizabethtown 
to rescind the resolution requiring the examina- 
tion of all ministers coming from one Presbytery 
to another, and after discussion it was i 


ly postponed. 


Overture on the quorum question was laid on 
the table. 
Overture 18, asking the Assembly to answer 


nod the power to order 
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meetings of Presbyteries. at pleasure,” was laid 
on the table. 


Overture relating to the appointment of a day 


of fasting and prayer, in view ofthe Jow state 


of in most of our churches, was taken 
the Thursday before the fourth Sabbath 

June was appointed. | 

Overture 21 was up, viz: the report o 

the’ commitiee of Bills and Overtures on a me- 

morial to the Assembly, from George R. Riddle, 
- of Allegheny city, accusing the ‘Iruswees of the 
. Wentesa ‘Theological Seminary of injustice and 

»dishonesty in holding, “exclusive, utle to the 
* ground on which the Seminary stancs. The 
the Commiues was read, and the fol- 
- lowing resolution was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the subject matier of the me- 
-morial.of George R. Riddle, be referred to the 
Board-of .Directors of the Western ‘Theological 

Seminary. who are hereby authorized and 
‘por i to settle and compromise with all per- 
_ganaseho may have a subsisting, legal, and just 
_leim to a right of common paswre in the land 
the said Seminary to 

y such person or persons such sums of mo- 
as. may be awarded or adjudged, as 
_eompensation for the release of such rights. 

Overture No. 9, from the Presbytery of New- 
ton, relative to ministers deserting their office. 

Jaid on the table. 


Overture 16, in relation to correspondencc 


, with the Welch Calvanistic Methodists ; on mo- 
tion it was 

_. Resolved To correspond with that body, and 

the stated clerk was direcied to inform that body 


that.the Assembly will receive and reciprocate’ 


gensenpencnrce with them either by delegates or 
re ry correspondence as they may elect. 
motion it was 


Resolved, ‘That the Trustees of the Western 
‘Theological Seminary be directed to meet and 


“organize under their charter on the third ‘Thurs-} 


day of June at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

., On mation the thanks of this Assembly were 
tendered to the citizens of Cincinnati for their 
very kind and hospitable entertainment of its 
_members. 

_ The business being through the Moderator in 
avery affecting manner took leave of the As- 
sembly, and the Assembly was dissolved, and 
another called to meet in Philadelphia on the 
Thursday in May, 1846. 

- Closed with singing, prayer, and the Aposto. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 1845. 


Txamse—Three Dollars if 
Doliars and Filiy Cents in advance. 


Tue GENERAL AssEMBLY.—After an absence 


of several weeks, we have again returned to 


“our post, with generally pleasing recollections! 


of the late sessions of our supreme judicatory. 
Although few of those were present who have 
‘been accustomed, for many years, to give the 
weight of their counsel and experience to the 
deliberations of this body, we have seldom seen 
an Assembly combining more prudence and 
wisdom in the settlement of great questions, 
and certainly none manifesting a more uniform- 
ly courteous and fraternal feeling to each other. 
Although there was much discussion, and that 
of a highly animated character, the laws of 
brotherly kindness were not infringed, and no 
offensive personalities attempted. We feel bound 
to say that the Assembly owed much to the 
fairness and uniform good humour of ‘heir mo- 
erator, which gave effect to the promptness of 
his decisions. ‘The questions which threatened 
- go extensively to agitate the Church, passed by 
with scarcely sufficient breeze to ruffle the sur- 
face, 


The Slavery Question was most summari-} 


ly disposed of, and although sufficient oppor- 
tunity was afforded for a full discussion, the ju- 
dicious report of the committee was adopted 
‘without an attempt to assail its positions, and 
by a vote almost unanimous. The result seem- 
ed to surprise the crowd who had pressed into 
the church to witness, as they supposed, excit- 
ing scenes anda probable disruption. They were, 
agreeably, we hope, disappointed. An Assembly 
composed of men collected from all parts of our 
country, were prepared, with the fullest intelli- 
‘gence upon the subject, to adopt a measure 
most happily conservative, and which has so 
been regarded by gentlemen of distinguished 
name, not connected with our Church. Pres- 
byterianism maintained its dignified character 
in this crisis. It was not wanting to the inte- 
rests of the Church, and to the true interests of 
the country, and has stood forth ia beautiful 
‘contrast with those bodies which have suffered 
their Clicistian fellowship to be broken up by 
‘the agitation of this subject. 
~ ‘The decision on the subject of Popish Baptisms, 
was arrived at after a protracted and very able 
_ debate, and with a degree of unanimity which 
could not have been obtained a year or two since. 
~The character of the papacy is now better under- 
_stood than ever, and the decision of the Assem- 
bly on it, is not only strongly fortified, but,is in 
fact the only consistent one that could be adupt- 
ed. In this matter the Roman Catholics have 
been taken by surprise. They have been ef- 
fectually attacked in their entrenchments. We 
insert the report of the committee on this sub- 
_ject to-day, and we hope to have an opportuni- 
ty of laying before our readers two of the most 


important speeches delivered on the occasion, 
embodying the general reasons which jnfluenced 


the Assembly’s action. 


_ The Marriage Question was ably discussed} 
settled in the first instance,| 


and as it appears to us, the only important 

lapse of which the Assembly was guilty, was in 

suffering their sympathies, in a particular case, 
to induce them to render inert their own act, if 

- Rot to throw contempt on it. In this respect 
we fear we shall not be able to defend the con- 
sistency of the Assembly. 

The Quorum Question, from which some dif- 
ficulty was apprehended, was not entertained. 

' ‘The question relating to a change in the 
mode of operations of the Board of Missions 
was amply discussed, and we sincerely hope 
that the establishment of a Western Execut ve 
Committee will have a salutary influence. Our 

_OWD opinion was, that the strong and earnest 

appeal of the Western brethren should not be 

- disregarded, and that to satisfy them the experi- 


ment should be made, althongh we believed the 


weight of argument to lie against the expedien- 
ey, of the measure, A year or two will be suf- 
. ficient: to satisfy the whole church whether two 
“Executive Committees can operate more effi- 
‘Giently than one; and without the experiment, 
the West would not have been satisfied, 

- We allude, in conclusion, to an incident 


which ocourred.on the evening set apart by the/ it is evident from Scripture, and from the expe- 


| au uppleasantaspect. The Rev. Mr. Thurston, 


Assembly for devotional exercises, which bore rience of true Christians, that unless an indivi 


_from the General Conference of Maine, was in- 


id within six months, or Two 


vited to take a part, and with singular infelicity, 
if not absolute rudeness, attacked the Assembly, 
and indeed the whole Presbyterian church, on 
the subject of slavery; intimating that the 
members of Conference held in serious debate 
whether they could honour our Assembly with 
a delegate while we held communion with the 
South. We are led from this offensive intru- 
sion to inquire whether the whole plan of our 
cotrespondence with foreign churches should 
not be reviewed, and if we cannot be preserved 
from insult, whether it should not be abandoned. 
We confess that we have for some time regard- 
ed it with distaste, as little calculated to promote 
the design for which it was instituted. 

_ The imperfection with which the debates in our 
Assembly are reported from year to year, might 
suggest the propriety of the Assembly estab- 
lishing a fund to compensate a competent re- 
porter of their proceedings. Would not the 
Church be amply repaid for their contributions 
for this purpose ? 


Tue Boarp or Postication.—We invite 
the attention of our readers to the Report of the 
Committee of the General Assembly, on the 
Report of the Board of Publication, to be found 
in the proceedings of the Assembly published 
last week. It cannot but be gratifying to the 
lovers of scriptural truth, to learn that the af- 
fairs of this Board are in so flourishing a con- 
dition. It has done much good by furnishing 
an evangelical literature for the use of the 
church; and by the generous efforts of indi- 
viduals and churches, its beneficial influence 
las been made to be felt in many portions of 
our own country, and even in far distant lands. 
But much, very much, still remains to be done, 
to make its influence commensurate with its ca- 
pabilities, or the wants of the church. 

We hope that Synods and Presbyteries will 
take into their most serious consideration the 
recommendation by the Assembly, to establish 
depositories on individual responsibility, and 
employ colporteurs for the more wide diffusion 
of the publications of the Board. Much could be 
done in most of the churches, by the co-opera- 
tion of a few spirited individuals, in raising a sum 
of money, say fifty dollars, for the purchase of a 
selection of the most attractive and useful of the 
books; and there are but few churches that 
cannot furnish one or more persons, who, either 
for sake of the discount allowed, or from love 
to the cause, would be willing to engage in the 
work of colportage. Surely a cheaper and 
more efficient means of doing good could not be 
desired. 

It must also be peculiarly gratifying to the 
Executive Committee, under whose fostering 
care the institution has risen to its present stand- 
ing, to learn that their plans and proceedings 
have had such beneficial results, and are so fa- 
vourably appreciated by the highest judicatory 
of the church. Let them not weary in well 
doing, nor relax their efforts, until every por- 
tion of their field—the world—be blessed with 
the seeds of divine truth. Then shall their har- 
vest be great, and their reward glorious. 


“Tne Saspatu.—The following excellent 
law was passed by the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania at their late session. 

Section |. Be it enacted, That no part of any 
act of Assembly heretofore passed, shall be con- 
sirued to require any canal or railroad company 
to attend their works on the Sabbath days, for 
the purpose of expediting or aiding the passage 
of any boat, craft, or vehicle along the same ; 
any clause or clauses in their respective charters, 
imposing a penalty for not aiding boats, crafts. 
or vehicles to pass within a certain time, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

In accordance with the above law we under- 
stand that all the locks of the Lehigh Canal were 
closed last Sabbath, by order of the Managers, 
and those of the Delaware Division of the Penn- 
sylvania Canal, by agreement of the lock-tend- 
ers, with the approval of the Canal Commis- 
sioners. We learn that the boatmen on both 
of these canals have desired this arrangement. 
This is a cheering indication of the progress of 
moral reform among a class of our fellow citi- 
zens, where reform was much needed. 


Fatse Conversions.—It is to be apprehend- 
ed that such conversions are frequent. It is 
implied in conversion that the subject of it has, 
from a radical change of his principles and 
views, taken his stand on the Lord’s side, and 
that he displays as much interest and activity 
under his new master, as he formerly did un- 
der his oldone. Before conversion, an individual 
obeys his natural impulses, and if not openly 
vicious, he is, nevertheless, worldly-minded and 
sensual; but when converted, he is supposed to 
act from higher and holier motives, and to en- 
gage in a constant warfare with the world, the 
devil, and the inbred corruptions of his own 
heart. Paul felt and described this conflict as 
a warfare, constant and fierce, between the law 
in the members, and the law of the mind, or 
between grace implanted, and the sin which, 
even afier regeneration, dwells in the heart. 
The mere act of joining the church is of itself 
of no value, and proves nothing as to the good- 
ness of a man’s spiritual condition. It may te, 
and often is done, without any radical change 
of heart. We must look for the evidence of 
true conversion in his future experience and 
conduct. Does he really evince a change in 
his views? Does the world, which once en- 
grossed him, lose its charm and cease to be an 
object of absorbing interest? Do the interests 
of the soul, and the glory of God, now take 
precedence? Does the individual feel conscious 
of the power of temptation, and des he strug- 
gle against it? Does he pray importunately 
and earnestly? Does he feel like a soldier en- 
gaged in warfare with bitter and powerful ene- 
mies, and feel deep anxiety about the issue? 
Is his. repentance daily renewed, and does he 
exercise constant vigilance aud activity, unde 
the persuasion that there is imminent danger the 
moment he ceases to strive? Is he conscious 
that he is making progress in subduing his lusts, 
in conquering his easily besetting sins, in be- 
coming more holy and heavenly minded! Now 


persisted in, must inevitably prove ruinous and 


vour their fellows, while the multitude are in- 


dual is consciousof these and such likeexerci 
he has not been converted, although he may be 
nominally connected with the church. He has 
a name to live, while he is dead; he has a form 
of godliness, but is destitute of its power. Alas! 
how few comparatively seem to be in earnest 
about their salvation! How many satisfy them- 
selves with a mere nominal profession, while 
unconscious of any special change in their af- 
fections and conduct! They may be a little 
more circumspect in their behaviour, without 
any material change in the objects of their love 
and pursuit, They know not the meaning of 
striving to enter in by the s‘rait gate. They 
are as worldly minded as they were before their 
profession of religion, and the only perceptible 
dificrence is, that whereas they were once 
avowedly worldlings, now they are counterfeit 
Christians, or, to use a Scriptural illustration, 
they are the tares among the true wheat. This 
is an alarming position to be placed in, and it 
becomes every professing Christian seriously to 
examine whether it be not his case. Is his 
conversion a sound one? Does he bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance? Is he in earnest in 
seeking salvation? or does he expect to enter 
heaven by some easy road which God has not 
pointed out? 

Let it be remembered that an error here, if 


fatal to the soul. 


Comparisuns.—Comparisons are odious, it is| 


said, and yet we must venture upon one, how- 
ever disparaging it may be to the “ lords of cre- 
ation.” The reader perhaps has seen a drove, 
of cattle turned into a beautiful meadow, and 
witnessed their behaviour. Some gambolling 
over the green sward, others horning each 
other, but most proceeding at once to graze. 
The beautiful scenery above and around them 
is unnoticed; intent on present. gratification, 
they think not of the future; the earth is their 
element, and they look for nothing better, Do 
we accuse them? Far from it, for they act 
agreeably to the highest dictates of their na- 
ture; but still, admitting that they have the 
advantage of the comparison on that point, 
how much does their conduct resemble that 
of man, placed in this beautiful world, every 
where exhibiting the wisdom and skill of its 
divine architect, and surmounted by the hea- 
vens, in which are the resplendent evidences of 
his glorious power! The race, however, are 
no sooner introdac:d, than, forgetful of their 
high origin and tneir ‘uture destiny, they close 
their eyes upon the awakening beautics around 
them, and begin to grovel. Some bite and de- 


tent only on what they shall eat and what they 
shall drink, and wherewithal they shall be 
clothed. With eyes averted from heaven, they 
look not for the city which is to come, but seek 
and are content with animal gratifications, In 
this, differing from the herd, they do not fulfil 
the true end of their being, for in being only 
mindful of the flesh, they forget the immortal 
spirit. Does the comparison strike the reader 
as too debasing to the character of man? There 
is a precedent for it—‘ The ox knoweth his 
owner and the ass his master’s crib, but Israel 
doth not know, my people do not consider.” 


Correction. — During the sessions of the 
General Assembly at Louisville, a number of 
the Presbyterian containing an article on a then 
litigated point, appeared, wiiich was regarded 
as affecting the veracity of the Rev. Wm. L. 
McCalla. Shortly after we were requested to 
give a decided denial to these statements, and 
although the matter was overlooked and ne- 
glected at the time, it is deemed due to Mr, Mc- 
Calla now to say that he denies the allegations 
then and there made. 


RepemptTion.—The economy of redemption 
is like a wide, varied, and lovely land, upon 
which the eye of the observer rests with unwea- 
ried delight. In whatsoever direction we turn, 
new scenes of beauty meet our view, new com- 
binations give freshness to the prospect, and a 
growing interest in the whole fixes our atten-| 


tion, while emotions corresponding to the im-|. 


pressions communicated by the object, rush, 
like a tide of rapture, on the heart. Long fa- 
miliarity with the loveliest scenes in nature, 
blunts the perception, or, at any rate, the posi- 
tive enjoyment of their beauty; and we search 
for something different, and something new. 
But the longer we contemplate the work of re- 
demption, and the glories of the Redeemer, the 
more wonderful, the more interesting, the more 
magnificent, the object continues to appear. In 


the least work of God, there is an unsearchable-| 


ness which defies the penetration of the keenest 
intellect to ** search it out to perfection.” How 
much more must this be the characteristic of the 
mightiest work of Omnipotence and Grace !—a 
work, into which angels desire to look, as the 
most marvellous manifestation of the glory of 


the infinite God! The mystery of redemption,| 


as casting ‘a discriminating light on the govern- 
ment of God, and the world of moral being— 
as discovering more distinctively and strikingly 
the attributes of the Eternal—presents a subject 
for contemplation, of unequalled interest and 
sublimity. But, when we recollect, that it is 
not a subject of speculative contemplation mere- 
ly, but one of deepest practical and personal im- 
portance—one, with which the condition of our 
eternal existence is associated, involving mercy 
without end, or misery without remedy, accord- 
ing as we embrace or reject the terms of salva- 
tion which it proposes to us—we have reason 
to regard the whole scheme of redemption with 
an intensity of emotion, which no other subject 
can awaken. Reader, have you looked upon 
this grand display of the justice and mercy, the 
truth and righteousness of God? have you 
seen and felt its necessity? have you made the 
Redeemer your trust? have you received his 
Spirit? have you given him your heart, your 
hands, your substance, your all? If you have, 
—then you hate sin, you love holiness, you 
love God supremely—and amidst a!l your im- 
perfections, and wanderings, and defective du- 
ties and affections, you find no bondage so bit- 


= 


ter, and no service so shameful as that of sin ; 


so singular a kind as greatly to heighten the gen- 


penalties denounced by the edicts. 


no yoke so easy, no employment so sweet, as 
the yoke and service of Christ; no sight so ani- 
mating as a sight of Christ by faith, in whom 
“believing,” it is your constant desire and 
prayer, and sometimes your experience and 
privilege, to ** rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory.” 


— 


Tue Betovep Paysictan.—The Rev. Dr. 
Doff, missionary of the Scottish Free Church in 
Calcutta, alluding to the death of the celebrated| 
author and physician, Dr. Abercrombie, says: 

* Amid the crowd of tender recollections and 
hallowed associations which came rushing into 
my mind like a flood, on receiving the intelli- 
gence of his death, there was one coincidence of 


eral impression. It was this:—lIt so happened 
that on Sunday the 17th Noveiober—the very 
Sunday when, of course, unknown to me, this 
esteemed friend was actually lyiug a corpse in 
his own house in Edinburgh—I was called on 
io preach a public sermon in behalf of a fever 
hospital for the thousands of destitute natives. 
In that discourse (since published, by special re- 
quest,) after referring to the Saviour’s example, 
1 was led into a train of thought, in which sig- 
nificant allusion was thus made to our then de- 
parted friend :—* What the Saviour did miracu- 
lously and instantaneously, may now, with his 
blessing, be gradually accomplished by mediate 
processes of an ordinary kind. And it were well 
if all Christian physicians kept more habitually 
in remembrance the great but too much neglect- 
ed truth, that while the application of the means 
is theirs, the entire fruit and success of their en- 
deavours inust belong w the Author of life. In 
our own native land, there is, at the very head of 
the medica] profession, atleastone saintly man—a 
father in our Israel, and a prince in the realms 
of cultured intellect and high philosophy—of 
whom it is veritably related, that he never pro- 
ceeds to visita patient without first committing 
the case in prayer toa gracious, and merciful, 
and covenant-keeping God. And sure we are, 
that were his noble and Christ-like example 
more extensively imitated, the blissful issue 
would soon become visible, in the augmented 
number of happy sick-beds ; ay, and it may be, 
in the greater frequency of effective recoveries ; 
for it is recorded by the pen of inspiration, and 
engraven as with a rod of iron on the rock for 
ever, ‘that the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much,’ in the courts and 
palace of the great King.’ ”’ 


— 


MINISTERS OUT OF THE Putrit.—TIn Bonar’s 
Life of the .Rev. R. M. McCheyne, recently 
published by the Presbyterian Board, we find 
the following remarks: 


‘Whatever be said in the pulpit, men wil! not 
much regard, though they may feel it at the 
time, if the minister does not say the same in 
private, with equal earnestness in speaking with 
his people face to face; and it must be in our 
moments of most familiar intercourse with them 
that we are thus to put the seal to all we say in 
public. Familiar moments are the times when 
the things that are most closely twined round 
the heart, are brought to view; and shall we 
forbear, by tacit consent, to introduce the Lord 
that bought us into such happy hours? We 
must not only speak faithfully to our people in 
our sermons, but live faithfully for them too. 
Perhaps it may be found, that the reason why 
many, who do certainly preach the gospel fully, 
and in all earnestness, are not owned of God in 
the conversion of souls, lies in their defective 
exhibition of grace in those easy moments of 
life. * ‘Them that honour me, I will honour.” 1 
Samuel ii. 50. It was noticed long ago, that 
men will give you leave to preach against their 
sins as much as you will, if so be you will but 
be friendly with them when you have done, and 
talk as they do, live as they live, and be indif- 
ferent with them in your conference.” 


The above remarks of McCheyne's biogra- 
pher, were strengthened by the example of his 
influence, gained by his preaching, and sus- 
tained by his private intercourse. Yet even 
this faithful servant declared, “ I feel persuaded 
that if I could follow the Lord more fully my- 
self, my ministry would be used to make a 
dee) er impression than it- has yet done.” 


INTRODUCTION OF THE GosPEL INTO CHINA. 
—A late number of the Paris Debats, received 
by the steamers, contains an article in relation 
to the abolition of the rigorous edicts which 
forbid the Chinese to embrace Christianity. 
The statement in the Debdats, if well founded, 
may be emphatically called good news; for it 
may be considered as the introduction of Chris- 
tianity into China. ‘The Debats thus introdu- 
ces the intelligence: | 


‘* We have received letters from Macao, con- 
taining intelligence which, if it be confirmed, 
will produce a lively sensation in Europe, and 
do great honour to the French mission in China. 
It is nothing less than the abolition of the rigor- 
ous edicts which forbid the Chinese to embrace 
and practise Christianity. 

We know that these edicts, afier having been 
revoked under the reign of the Emperor Kan- 
Hi, were again brought into force about a centu- 
ry ago, on the advice of the Tribunal of Rites ; 
and, until these latter times at least, have been 
put into execution by the Chinese magistrates 
with the utmost rigour. ‘hus Christianity has 
found a double obstacle to its introduction into 
the middle empire—for on one hand were the 
laws which interdicted foreigners from penetrat- 
ing into the interior of the empire, and on the 
other hand the Chinese, who, if left to them- 
selves, would be inclined to embrace the religion 
of the gospel, are restrained by the pains and 
It is these 
edicts which it is now in contemplation to abo- 
lish. ‘To obtain this abolition, the French mis- 
sion, as may be well believed, could not make 
any direct propositions to the Chinese commis- 
sioners. It was only by influential means that 
it ought or could act. 

Thus the first overtures came from the Chi- 
nese negociators themselves, from Ki Ying, tte 
representative of the Emperor, and from the trea- 
surer, Hu Ad. Ki hey has a liberal and phi- 
losophical mind. Far from having any preju- 
dice or antipathy against Christianity, he re- 
peats, both. in personal conference and in his 
written correspondence, that a religion which 
forbids evil and commands good, cannot be a 
false one. He adds, that as this religion is pro- 
fessed by the great Emperor of the French, and 
by the noble nation of which he is sovereign, 
the abolition of the laws which forbid its exercise 
in China, would be the best means of confirni- 
ing a friendly alliance between the two countries. 
In a word, he offered his mediation with the 
Emperor and the Tribunal of Rites to obtain a 
revocation of the anti-Christian edicts.” 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Sxetcues oF ResipENCE AND TRAvELs IN em- 
bracing historical and geographical notices of the em- 
pire and its several provinces, By Daniel P. Kidder. 
2 wl. 12 mo. vol. i. pp, 369, vol. ii. pp. 404. Phila- 
delphia, Sorin & Ball; London, Wiley & Putnam, 
1845. With numerous metal and wood engravings. 
Any person, taking up these handsomely printed, and 

tastefully illustrated volumes, and running his eye over 

the copious table of contents, would promise himself a 

rich treat in their perusal. Nor will he be disappointed. 

The author enjoyed peculiar advantages from a residence 


of twe years and a half in the country, a familiarity). 


with the language, access to public men and documenis, 
and frequent and familiar intercourse with peuple in va- 


history and geography of the country, and the aaadtll 
and custoins of the people. And he has made a judicious} 
use of his advantages. He has viewed men and things) 
with a just discrimination of human character, and a 
due appreciation of the works of men and of God. He 
does forget at any time his character as a minister 
of the We wish success to the publishers, and 
doubt not that their enterprise in getting up these hand- 
some volumes will be well rewarded. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 


ROMISH BAPTISM. 


Minute adopted by the General ripen Sy relation to 
_ Baptism in the Romish churc 


The committee appointed to draw up a min- 
ute expressive of the views of the Assembly pre- 


sented a Report, which was read and adopted,| 


and is as follows, viz: 

‘The question presented to this Assembly by 
overture from the Presbytery of Ohio, * /s Bap- 
tism in the Church of Rome valid ?”’ is one of 
avery grave character, and of deep practical 
importance. ‘he answer to it must involve 
principles vital to the peace, the purity, and the 
stability of the Church of God. | 

Afier a full discussion carried through several 
days, this Assembly has decided, by a nearly 
unanimous vote, that buplism so administered, 
is not valid. 

Because—since baptism is an ordinance es- 
tablished by Christ, in his church, (Form Gov. 
ch. VII. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20,) and is to be 
administered only by a minister of Christ, duly 
called and ordained to be a steward of the mys- 
teries of God, (Directory ch. VII. § 1,) it fol- 
lows that no rite administered by one who is 
not himself a duly ordained minister of the true 
church of God visible, can be regarded as an or- 
dinance of Christ, whatever be the name by 
which it is called, whatever the form employed 
in its admiaistration. ‘The so called priests of 
the Romish communion are not ministers of 
Christ, for they are commissioned as agents of 
the papal hierarchy, which is not a church ot 
Christ, but the Man of Sin, apostate from the 
truth, the enemy of righteousness and of God. 
She has long lain under the curse of God, who 
has called his people to come. out from her that 
they be not partakers of her plagues. 

It is the unanimous opinion of all the Reform- 
ed churches, that the whole papal body, though 
once a branch of the visible church, has long 
since become utterly corrupt and hopelessly 
apostate. It was aconviction of this which led 
to the reformation, and the complete separation 
of the reformed body from the papal commu- 
nion. Luther and his coadjutors, being duly 
ordained presbyters at the time when they left 
the Romish communion, which then, though 
fearfully corrupt, was the only. visible church in 
the countries of their abode, were fully authori- 
zed by the word of God, to ordain successors in 
the ministry, and so to extend and perpetuate 
the reformed churches as true churches of Christ: 
while the contumacious adherence of Rome to 
her corruptions, as shown in the decisions of the 
Council of Trent, (which she adopts as authori- 
tative.) cuts her off from the visible church of 
Christ, as heretical and unsound. ‘Ihis was the 
opinion of the reformers ; and it is the doctrine 
of the Reformed churches to this day. In en- 
tire accordance with this is the decision of the 
General Assembly of our Church, passed in 
1835, (see Minutes of Gen. Assembly, vol. 8, 
p. 33.) declaring the church of Rome to be an 
apostate body. 

The decision by the General Assembly of 
1835, renders the return of a negative to the 
inquiry proposed by the Preshytery of Ohio, in- 
dispensable on the ground of consistency; un 
less we are prepared to admit, in direct contra- 
diction to the standards of the Presbyterian 


Church, that baptism is notan ordinance estab-| 


lished by Christ in his church exclusively, and 
that it may be administered by an agent of the 
man of sin, an emissary of the prince of dark- 
ness ;—that it may be administered in sport or 
in blasphemy, and yet be valid as though ad- 
ministered by a duly commissioned steward of 
the mysteries of God. 7 

Nor can it be urged that the papal hierarchy 
is improving in her character, and gradually 
approximating to the scriptural standard. She 
claims to be infallible; her dogmas she pro- 
mulgates as the doctrines of heaven; and she 
pronounces her heaviest anathema against any 
and every man who questions her authority, and 
refuses to bow to her doctrines. 
recede from the ground she has assumed. She 
has adopted as her own, the decisions of the 
Council of Trent, which degrade the word of 
God, which claim equal authority for the Apo- 
erypha as for the New Testament, and which 
declare the sense held and taught by holy mo- 
ther church, on the authority of tradition and of 
the fathers, to be the true and only sense of 
scripture. All who deny this position or who 
question her authority, she denounces with the 
bitterest curses, 

She thus perverts the truth of God, she re- 
jects the doctrine of justification by faith, she 
substitutes human merit for the righteousness of 
Christ, and self inflicted punishment for gospel 
repentance: she proclaims her so called baptism, 
to be regeneration, and the reception of the con- 
secrated wafer in the euchiarist, to be the receiv- 
ing of Christ himself, the source and fountain of 
grace, and with him, all the grace he can im- 
part. Is this the truth? Is reliance on this 
system, true religion? Can, then, the papal 
body, be a church ? | 

‘lhe church, (i. e. the church visible,) as de- 
fined in our standards—is the whole body of 
those persous, together with their children, who 
make profession of the holy religion of Christ, 
and of submission to his laws (Form, Gov. ch. 
ii. § 2.) Ascertainly, then, as the dogma and 
practices of Papal Rome are not the holy reli- 
gion of Christ, must it be considered that the 
papal body is nut a chureh of Christ at all, and 
if not, then her agents, be they styled priests, 
bishops, archbishops, cardinals or pope, are not 
ministers of Christ in any sense, for they have 
no connection with his true visible church, and, 
not being true minisiers of Christ, they have no 
power to administer Christian ordinances, and 
the rite they call baptism, is not, in any sense, 
to be regarded as valid Christian baptism. 

Further, by the perverted meaning they affix, 
and the superstitious rites they have superadded 
to the ceremonies they perform under the name 
of baptism and the eucharist, the symbolical na- 


ture and true design of both the ordinances of 


baptism and the Lord’s supper, are lost sight of 
and utterly destroyed ; so that, could we by any 
possibility assign to her the name of a church, 
she would still be a church without the two 
grand ordinances of the gospel ; she neither ad. 
ministers Christian baptism, nor celebrates the 
supper of our Lord. Moreover, since, by the 
Alih canon of the Council of ‘Trent, she de- 
clares the efficacy of her ordinances to depend 
upon the infention of the administrator, no man 
can know with certainty that her form of admi- 
nistration in any ordinance is not a mere mock- 
ery ; no consistent papist can be certain that he 
has been duly baptized, or that he has received 
the veritable eucharist : he cannot know that the 
priest who officiates at his altar is a true priest, 
nor that there is actually any one true priest, or 
any one prelate rightly consecrated in the whole 
papal communion. ‘The papal hierarchy has 


in uncertainty, and enveloped all her rites in 
hopeless obscurity. Even on this ground alone 
the validity of her baptism might safely be de- 
nied. 

Nor is the fact that instances now and then 
occur of apparent piety in the members of her 
communion, and of intelligence, zeal, and con- 
scientiousness in some of her priests, any ground 
of objection against the position here taken by 
this Assembly. ‘The virwes of individuals do 
not purify the body of which they are members. 
We are to judge of the character of a body 
claiming to be a church of Christ, not by the 
opinions or practices of individual members, 
but by its standards and its allowed practices. 


rious classes of society, to become acquainted with the, 


Bound as he is by the authority of his church,/ 


She cannot 


@by her own solemn acts, shrouded all her doings 


and that on pain of her heaviest malediction, to 
understand the Scriptures, only in the sense i 
which his church understands and explains them, 


a‘ consistent papist cannot receive or hol! the 


true religion, or the doctrines of grace. If he 
does, he must either renounce the papacy, or, 
hypocritically, conceal his true sentiments, or he 
must prepare to brave the thunders of her wrath. 
True religion, and an intelligent adherence to 
papal Rome, are utterly incompatible and impos- 
sible. ‘I'he Church and the Papacy are the re- 
pelling poles of the moral system. 

Difficulties may possibly arise in individual 
cases. It may not be easy at all times to say 
whether an applicant for admission to the church 


of Christ has, or has not, been baptized; whe- 
ther he has been christened by a Popish priest or 
In all such doubtful cases, the session of 


not 
a church must act according to the light before 
them. But it is safer, and more conducive to 
peace and edification, to embrace a well esta- 
blished principle for our guidance, and act upon 
it firmly, in the fear of God, leaving all conse- 
quences with him, than to suffer ourselves, with- 


out any fixed principles, to lie at the mercy of 


circumstances. 


While some other churches may hesitate to 


carry out fully the principles of the Reformation, 
in wholly repudiating Popish baptism, as well 
as the Popish mass, we, as Presbyterians, feel 


bound to act on the principle laid down by our 


Assembly so long ago as 1790 (see Digest pp. 94, 


95) that, so long as a body is by us recognized 


as a true church, her ordinances are to be deem- 
ed valid, and no longer. » 

In 1835 the Assembly declared the Papacy to 
be apostate from Christ, and no truechurch. As 
we-do not recognize her as a portion of the vi. 
sible church of Christ, we cannot, consistently, 
view her priesthood as other than usurpers ol 


} the sacred functions of the ministry, her ordi- 


nances as unscriptural, and her baptism ‘as total 
ly invalid. 

Dr. Lord, on behalf of himself and others, 
asked leave to introduce a dissent with reasons. 
from the foregoing report, which was admitted 
to record, and is as follows, viz: 

The undersigned would respectfully dissent 
from the decision of the General Assembly in 
reply to Overture No. 6, for the following rea- 
sons ; 


1. Because, while we are not prepared to} 
affirm that Baptism in the Church of Rome is 


always valid, yet we think the general decision, 
that there is and can be no Christian baptism 
in the papal communion, involves a denial that 
any part of the Church Catholic remains in that 
apostacy, and is based upon wrong views of the 
nature of the ordinance itself. 

2. Because in deciding this question, we un- 
derstand the General Assembly to essume that 
if the Church of Rome is no Church of Christ, 
then baptism in her communion is necessarily 
void; an inference which none of the Reformed 
Churches has ever made from the same premi- 
ses; an inference which denies the validity of 
the baptism of the Reformers, who testified 
against Rome as antichrist; an inference which 
is likely to bring us into collision with sister 
churches with whom we are in correspondence ; 
and because we cannot see that such an infer- 
ence necessarily follows from the premises, and 
in our Opinion the argument has been prejudiced 
by presenting-the question as one in relation to 
te corruptions of Rume, in which we are all 
agreed, | 

3. Because we think the question of the re- 
baptism of converts from Romanism should be 
decided by the chureh sessions called upon to 
receive them, in view of the circumstances of 
each case us it may arise; and that a positive 
and definitive rule is one that cannot be wisely 
established, is not called for by any actual exigen- 
cy, is not now demanded judicially in the usual 
course of decisions upon appeal and complaint, 
or upon revision, when each case is fully con- 
sidered upon its merits; but asa mere abstract 
question, which in our view, it would be wise 
to leave where the Reformed Churches have 
hitherto left it. 

Joun C. Lorp, 

Joun HENDREN, 

Henry McDona.p, 

Joun WaRNOCK, 


Tuomas AITKEN, 
James McNarr, 
SamMuE.L EK. H1BBEN, 
Burton. 


S Reported for the Presbyterian. 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH AND FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 


To Rev. George Junkin, D.D., Moderator of the General 
Assembly. 

Rev. Fathers and Brethren in the Lord— 
With much pleasure I obey, the instructions to 
the commission of the General Assembly of 
the Free Church of Scotland, ata recent meet- 
ing, in conveying to you and to all our friends 
in America, our respectful acknowledgments of 
the deep obligations under which you have laid 
this church: by vour kind reception of our mes- 
sengers who lately visited you, and your liberal 
contributions in aid of our cause. Amid much 
conflict and opposition, with many c.rcumstan- 
ces of an afflictive nature, we have certainly had 
a large experience of the goodness of the Lord, 
and of the faithfulness of the promise, ‘as thy 
day is, so shall thystrength be.”’ Few things 
have been more gratifying than the kind assu- 
rances given by numerous bodies of our breth- 
ren in Christ, of their approbation of the great 
principles for which we have been called to con- 
tend, and of our consistent adherence to these, 
though involving -the forfeiture of secular advan- 
tages. I may safely say that there is no body 
of Christians whose favouring testimony we 


+... 


| pect and esteem, your assured friend and fellow 
servant in the Lord, Henry Grey, 


_ Moderator Gen, Assembly Free Church of Scotland 
Edinburgh, October 28th, 1844. 


Report of the Committ , 
by of the Free of ‘May, 
1544, to take the subject of the overtures on slavery into 
consideration, and “ to report to the commission who are 
a empowered to do in the matter as they may see 

The following Report was laid before the 
ae at their meeting in September 17th, 

The committee though not yet prepared to 
submit a full report, or to offer a final and deci- 
sive judgment on all the various matters more 
or less directly involved in the remit made to 
them, deem it right in present circumstances, to 
lay before the commission, their unanimous 
opinion in regard to the general subject of the 
overtures remitted to them, and its bearing on 
the relations presently subsisting between this 
Church and the Evangelical Churches of Amer- 
ica, 

As to the subject of these overtures the insti- 
tution of slavery itself, and the continuance or 
toleration of it in the bosom of a professedly 
Christian community, the commitiee are assured 
that but one feeling prevails among all the mem- 
bers of this Church. In its own naturs slavery 
in all its forms is to be regarded as a system of 
oppression which cannot be defended. Natural 
reason, sound policy, a sense of justice between 
man and man, as well as the whole spirit and 
tenor of the divine word, and especially of the 
dispensation of the gospel, concur in condemn- 
ing it, and itis the glory of Christianity, that 
hitherto in proportion to its advancing and pre- 
vailing influence, slavery has been mitigated, 
relaxed, discontinued, and finally extirpated and 
abolished. It is therefore with the deepest pain 
that every rightly constituted Christian mind 
must contemplate the continued and tolerated ex- 
istence of slavery in the United States of Amer- 
ica. And apart from the feelings which cannot 
but be called forth by the mere fact of this prac- 
tice of slavery being allowed, in a country mak- 
ing her just boast of the maintenance of equal 
liberties and equal rights, there are aggravations 
apparently in the American usage, particularly 
in the provisions made for the keeping up of the 
supply of slaves—in the obstacles interposed to 
their moral and religious education, and in the 
laws applicable to the protection of the rights of 
Masters, which must characterize Am:rican 
slavery as one of the most deplorable forms of 
that evil, peculiarly calling for the exertions of 
a sound Christian philanthropy in regard to it, 

While these are the sentiments which, as the 
Committee are assured universally prevail in 
this Church, in reference to the institution in 
question, it is right that it should be borne in 
mind that the responsibility of it cannot be re- 
garded as lying exclusively at the door of the 
American States, but must to a large extent be 
shared by our own country. ‘The recollection 
of our own colonial slavery with its African 
Slave trade is too recent, and the facts which 
connect American Slavery in some of its worst 


features with British customs and laws in use 
before these States became independemt, are too 


palpable to admit of any thing like self compla- 
cency in such a case as the present. At the 
same time while taking to this country its full 
share of blame in the matter, it is not unreason- 
able to point to the betier example which it has 


at last been enabled to set, and the encourage- 


ment which the success atiending it holds out 


to other free countries to follow the example. 


Holding these views respecting the system of 


Slavery in itself, and as it is said t@ prevail in 


America, the Committee cannot but conside? it 
the duty of Christian churches, as such, to set 
themselves against its manifold abuses, and to 
aim decidedly at its abolition. Nor can they 
conceive of Christian churches giving their sane- 
tion to this institution without painful apprehen- 


sion of the responsibility which they must in~ 


that incur, in reference to the laws which regu- 
late it, and the calamities which flow from it. 
While expressing generally this conviction, 
the committee at the same time feel that it is not 
for this Chureh to decide peremptorily, what 
ought to be regarded as the particular course of 
duty to be immediately and universally adopted 
in the circumstances in which the American 
churches are placed. As yet, this Church is in 
possession of far too scanty information, and has 
had by far too little communication with the 
American churches on the subject, to be able or 
to be entitled to pronounce upon the details of 
what must be admitted to be a difficult practical 
question. It is with a high satisfaction that the 
committee have heard of several of the Evangel- 
ical churches in America having either in former 
times, or of late, acted in opposition to this evil; 
and they cannot but anticipate good from the 
stand thus made, while they would desire to see 
the way of duty made plain before the eyes of 


all the other churches there. With their present | 


limited information, however, and in ignorance 


of the motives that may have weight with the 


particular churches, the commitiee cannot pre- 
suine to sit in judgment on them; or to summa- 
rily condemn them in this matter. The com- 
mittee would bear in mind that while slavery 
prevailed in the British dominions, the British 


churches both at home and in the colonies, found 


it no easy matter in practice to determine how 
they ought to deal with it, especially in refer- 


ence to the exercise of discipline, and the com- 
munion of the professing people of God. ‘They 
would not indeed be understood as intimating an 
opinion that the British churches did all that it 


was their duty to do, against the system of 


more highly prize than the Presbyterian church slavery. 


in America, not only as having the same plat- 
form of government with ourselves, but as enrol- 
ling among its members a large proportion of 
Christ’s true fol owers, the called and chosen 
and faithful, while at the same time we duly 
appreciate the liberality of Christians of other 
denominations, who suffer not minor differences 
to intercept the flow of Christian sympathy or 
arrest the hand of friendly help. And though 
in the present instance you have -the advantage 
of us, Since ** it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive,” yet | trust that the churches on both 
sides of the Atlantic may be strengthened and 
comforted together, by the exercise and inter- 
change of mutual faith and charity. 

The friendly correspondence that has been 
opened between us will, I trust, prove benefi- 
cial to both parties, and by fostering a kind and 
Christian feeling among the churches of Christ 
in both Hemispheres, may contribute not only 
to the revival of religion which is our first great 
object as servants of Christ, but also to the pre- 
servalion of peace among the nations. 
ted as we are in respect of origin and descent, 
of language and religion, and to a great extent 
in habits and opinions, we ought to love as 
brethren, and this royal law we shall obey just 
in proportion as we are imbued and pervaded 
with the spirit of the gospel, and find in its di- 
vine influence that ** bond of perfectness’’ which 
unites all in every place that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity. 

I am instructed to communicate the enclosed 
report of a committee appointed in consequence 
of various overtures transmitted to the late Gen- 
eral Assembly of our Free Church, to take into 
consideration the important subject to which it 
refers and the principles which ought to regulate 
the intercourse of the Free Church, with the 
brethren in America, and I most respectfully 
subinit it to the serious consideration of the min- 
isters and members of the churches of Christ in 
the United States, especially in those States to 
whose circumstances it more immediately ap- 

lies. 
¢ I am confident that my revered fathers and 
all our brethren in the Lord will see in the re- 
port the greatest candour and impartiality united) 
with the necessary maintenance’ of Christian 
principle, and I have only to express my hope 
and confident expectation that it will be received 
in the same friendly spirit in which I venture to 
assure you it was dictated. I am, my Reverend 
Fathers and Brethren, with the greatest res- 


Connec-} 


‘They believe the reverse. Nor do they mean 
to indicate any disapprobation of the rule or 
principle on which some of the American church- 
es now act, in Opposition to that system. Very 
far from it. All that they intend to suggest is, 
that the matter admits of aifd requires delibera- 
tion ; and that the American churches are not to 
be hastily condemned, especially by those of 
Britain, because they do not all of them, adopt 
the same practical course of procedure. Most 
affectionately, however, and most earnestly 
should this Chureclv represent to those churches 
in America, with which she has been broughs 
into correspondence, the great risk and damage 
of partaking in this evil, the duty of considering 
seriously in what way a stand may best be made 
against it, and the importance of a general united 
testimony, and uniied action among all the 
churches of Christ. Nor may it be out of place 
to represent the great influence which the Uhris- 
tian fauhfulness of elevated men had in bringing 
Britist stavery-1o togemer Wittr the 
drances put in the way of this result by the va- 
cillating aud uncertain conduct of not a few of 
the ministers and churches of Christ. 

It would be a great matter to have the serious 
attention of the American churches called imme- 
diately to this whole subject, with a view to vig- 
vruus, prompt, and decided, as well as tempe- 
rate and judicious measures. Delay in this case 
ean scarcely be productive of any good. What 
the committee most anxiously desire, is not that 
this church should prescribe or dictate any par- 
ticular line of conduct to sister churches of 
America in ignorance to a large extent of their 
circumstances and views, but to see these 
churches themselves. calmly and deliberately in 
brotherly love and fellowship, considering the 
whole matter in all its bearings and setting them- 
selves to inquire what is the will of Gud and 
their duty in the very peculiar and trying posi- 
tion in which they are placed. 

In conclusion, and referring to certain ques- 
tions which have been raised as to the subsisting 
intercourse between this Church and the Pres- 
byterian churches in America, the committee are 
of opinion that, so far as the Church is at pre- 
sent advised, there is no reason for interrupting 
the friendly intercourse so happily begun and 
cultivated by reciprocal visits and good offices, 
but, on the contrary, that with a view to this 
very end, viz. the exercising a mutually benefi- 
cial influence by the churches on one another, 
through friendly counsel and sympathy a if 
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_ quire that we should represent to our America 


- desires to follow our contributions with unceas- 


Britain to some extent; that you are restrained 


proved, that no intimation of ultimate severance 


‘from the peculiar circumstances of Providence 


“age 
Christian fellowship. Slavery existed then ial 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


ference to difficult questions of duty, all oppor- 
‘tunities of drawing closer the bonds of fellow- 
ship, ought to be embraced and improved. ‘They 
‘would merely suggest, that in any communica-| 
tions from this Church, faithfulness and love 


‘brethren the views which we entertain, and so- 
Jicit their earnest attention to a subject which 
excites so strong a feeling in the minds of Brit 
ish Christians. 

The following is the deliverance of the com- 
‘mission of the General Assembly on the above 


Commission approve of and adopt, as regula- 
ting the principles of the intercourse of this 
Charch with the churches in America in refer- 
enre to the subject of slavery. 

The Commission further resolved, to request| 
the Moderator of the late General Assembly t 
address a friendly letter to the churches in 
America, expressing the deep obligations under 
‘which they have laid this Church, by the man. 
ner in which they have received the Deputation 
from this country, who have lately visited the 
United States, and that he communicate to them 
the report which has now been adopted by the 
-Comaniission. ‘Tnomas Prrcarrn, Clerk. 


heap Grey, Moderator of the General Assem-| 
: bly of the Free Church of Scotland, 

Rev. and Dear Sir: We have read with great 
pleasure the letter of October 28, 1844, which 
you have sent us according to the instructions of 
the commission of the General Assembly of the 
Free Church of Scotland. 

No charch on earth affords us more gratifica- 
tion and honour in correspondence, than yours. 
‘The vindication of truth and liberty, with which 
the Providence of God has signalized the church 
of Scotland through all her history, has shone 
with the brightest lusire in your present day, 
when oppression, under the forms of regulated 
law, the most formidable of all outward evils to 
the church, has been rolled off with an energy 
which no difficulty could abate, and no sacrifice 
appal. We rejoice to know that your cause is 
gathering strength; that your hearts are glad- 

ened with sympathy and help from so many 
other parts of Protestant Christendom ; and that 
the principles for which you have long and de- 
votediy contended, are so universally approved 
by the churches of the Reformation. 

Your messengers to us were most welcome. 
Their enlightened minds, warm affections, and 
Christian candour, won our hearts, and excited 
stronger desires than ever to form with you a fel- 
Jowship intimate and lasting. © | 

Your sensibility for the little kindness we 
have been able to express, turns to riches our 
poor liberality, and awakens within us animated 


ing prayer that ‘*God may supply all your 
wants ;” ‘establish, strengthen, setile you 


make the feeble among you as David, and the _ 


house of David as the angel of the Lord.” 

We have great reason to mourn for the apa- 
thy which prevails over a wide extent of our 
Zion; the love of the present evil world which 
characterizes our nation, and pervades the church 
with a withering influence; for our continued 
reluctance to receive the correction which God 
recenily sent, in national embarrassment, to re- 
buke our national sins, and which he is still pur- 
suing in desolating calamities by flood and con- 
flagration. 

Yet we have manifold occasion to praise the 
Lord for his goodness and tender mercies. He 
is greatly enlarging our borders, increasing the 
number of ministers and people, crowning with 
prosperity our missions at home and abroad, and. 
giving eminent success to the dissemination of 
evangelical literature over this wide country, by 
the presses we influence, or entirely control. 
We are also cheered with the hope that the di- 
visions which once occasioned distress amongst 
us, and ** great searchings of heart,’’ will soon 
be forgotten entirely, by the return to us of all 
that hold in sincerity and truth, the doctrines and 
order of our confession ; a re-union which the 
vast and increasing prevalence of popery, fana- 
ticism, and pernicious delusions of every kind, 
so rampant in this land, will hasten to consoli- 
date. 

And while we thus rejoice in the prospect of 
union and strength, produced at home by the 
power of. vindicated truth, we fondly hope that 
our union with you will not be disturbed, either 
by international warfare or discordant views and 
feelings between the churches themselves, aris- 
ing from widely different circumstances of coun- 
try and ddmestic institutions. 

We are gratified exceedingly with the spirit 
of candour and inquiry which pervades your 
document on the subject of slavery ; and leads 
us to hope that we shall soon be able to acquaint 
our noble brethren in Scotland with the true po- 
sition of the Presbyterian church in this coun- 
try. ‘That responsibility for the evils of Ame- 
rican slavery is shared hy our brethren in Great 


from peremptory decision on the question of our 
particular duty, by ignorance of facts and cir- 
cumstances, and that you appreciate so much the 
difficulties of our position, as to admit that a dif- 
ferent course from that of the British churches, 
may be justified among us for the present, are 
generous sentiments and enlightened Christian 
moderation, which prove to us that the Free 
Church of Scotland is as much ennobled by ele- 
vation above the prejudices that surround her, as 
by a memorable Exodus from the oppression 
that enthralled her. seal 

Could we allay excitement, and restrain im- 
patience, and correct misunderstandings among 
our brethren of the British churches, we have 
no doubt that our course on this most difficult 
and delicate subject, would be so entirely ap- 


cn this account would any more alloy the hap- 
piness which your correspondence affords, 


Our modes of thinking in this country have 
not been tinoulded by any thing like a civil esta- 
blishment of religion; by any such connection 
of Church and State, as induces a reciprocal le- 
gislation between the civil and ecclesiastical 
commonwealth. ‘The State never interferes with 
us as a Church, either to cherish our doctrines, 
or to control our privileges; and she expecis 
in return that we meddle not with her civil and 
domestic regulations, one of which is slavery. 
Every man in the church here has political right 
and power. As a cilizen he has the utmost op- 
portunity for contending against every social. 
civil, moral wrong, which the institutions of 
this country may ordain or allow. But as a 
member of the church he belongs to a kingdom 
that is not of this world, that has always been 
prospered in apostolic and reforming times by 
separation in counsel from “ the powers tha: 
be,’”’ which, while it fails not to witness against 
the sins of the land, would rather, as in your 
own illustrious example, resign even the guar. 
dianship of these powers, than permit civil and 
spiritual enactments either to clash or mingle to- 
gether. 

We learn our duty, dear brethren, not only 


in our political institutions, but from the great 
eharter of the church itself. Here we have a 
religion of great principles, which it Lehoves us 
to promulgate with all possible energy, industry 
and faithfulness—principles which in the end 
will overthrow every form of oppression that is 
incompatible with the inalienable rights of man. 
Beyond the assertions of these principles and 
their rigorous application to all existing rela- 
tions of society around us we think it not only 
inex pedient, but unwarranted and presumptuous, 
for any Ecclesiastical Court to pronounce either 
dogma or precept. We dare not contract the 
bond of union among brethren more than Christ 
contracted it, nor exclude from the pale of our 
communion, members that merely hold a rela- 
tion which Christ and his Apostles did not de- 
clare, among the many specific declarations 

inst prevailing sins, to be incompatible with 


well as now, with at least equal atrocity, and i 


‘need be, admonition and encouragement, in re 


our opposition to its evils we desire to treat it as 
they did, rather than reduce their broad precepts 
to that minute kind of legislation which engen- 
ders fanaticism, distracts and enfeebles the 
church, and defeats the eventual triumph of the 
very ses gt it proposes to enforce. 

Enclosed we send you a copy of a preamble 
and resolutions on this subject, which we have 


just adopted with great unanimity and deliberate 


firmness, from which you will learn our deter- 
mination to abide by the example of Christ and 
his Apostles, to address ourselves in the spirit 
of the gospel, more than ever to the work of 
ameliorating evils we cannot redress—improv- 
ing a relation we cannot dissolve, and dissemina- 
ting among masters and slaves that pure gospel 
whose heavenly influence never fails, when free 
from the extravagance of man, to purify every 
institution which God approves, and dernolish 
every system that is opposed to the honour of 
his name and the best interests of the human 
race. Joun M. Kress, Moderator. 
Wm. M. Enotes, Stated Clerk. 


For the Presbyterian. 

NEW YORK STATE TEMPERANCE CONVENTION. 
The Executive Committee of the New York 
State Temperance Society, in yiew of the pas- 
sage by the Legislawre of the License Law, an 
event not confidently anticipated, and therefore 
not sufficiently provided for at the last annual 
meeting of the society, deem it proper to re- 


‘commend a Convention of the friends of the 


cause to meet on Wednesday. the 25th day of 
June next, at 10 o’clock, A. M., at the city of 
Albany. 

‘The crisis is one of unusual interest and im- 
portance. What the friends .of ‘Temperance 
have so long and ardently desired, is at length 
achieved. ‘The business of retailing intox- 
icating drinks is to be intercepted from its 
entrenchment behind legal licenses, brought 
naked, and face to face, under the scrutiny of 
enlightened public opinion. Our cause stands 
upon vantage ground which it never before oc- 
cupied in this State; and nothing but impru- 
dence or supineness on our part, can deprive us 
of a signal victory. ‘The privilege of an appeal 
to a separate temperance ballot box, is as new 
to us as it is interesting; and hence the evident 
necessity of a Convention, to agree upon such 
general measures and concert of action as the 
occasion demands. i : 

- The time above designated, being the usual 
season of travel, it is presumed will be found 
convenient; and we have with more hesitation 
fixed upon the place of residence of most of our 
number for the meeting of the Convention, only 
because we can here coriially proffer to the de- 
legates the hospitalities of the city, and assure 
them that while uniting their counsels with ours, 
our houses shall be their homes, and their 
personal convenience shall be carefully provided 
for. | 

We trust that each of the several counties and 
all the various temperance organizations through- 
out the State will be fully represented in the 
Convention. Editors friendly to the cause are 
respectfully requested to give this notice an in- 
sertion in their respective papers. 

By order of the Executive Committee. 
QO. Scovit., Secrelary. 
Albany, May 22d, 1845. 
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MAYNOOTH—POPERY. 

‘The following memorial has been addressed 
to her Majesty, subscribed by one thousand 
eight hundred of the female inhabitants of Perth, 
Scoiland. Why should not the female inhabi- 
tants of other cities, and towns, and villages, do 
likewise, that they may thus help to lift up a 
banner for the truth, and avert, as far as may be, 
the wrath that will come on the land for the na- 
tional sin that is about to be committed? Every 
one that does not, in some form or other, protest 
against it, appears to us a partaker in the *vick- 
edness.— Witness. 

To her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 
The most loyal Address of the undersigned female inhabi- 
tants of the city of Perth. 

‘May it please your Majesty. Emboldened to 
approach a throne which is occupied by a Sover- 
eign of our own sex, We .present ourselves to 
your Majesty, for no matter of secular politics, 
but in the sacred cause of this nation’s duty to 
the God of truth. ‘The proposal to endow the 
College of Maynooth, for the avowed purpose of 
educating men to teach what your Majesty's 
coronation oath declares, and we most firmly 
believe to be superstition and idolatry, is one 
that we cannot but regard as full of dishonour to 
God and of danger to immortal souls, and calcu- 
lated to bring down the wrath of Heaven upon 
the nation that adopts it. With these impres- 
sions we meke our humble but most earnest ap- 
peal to your Majesty to use your Majesty’s Roy- 
al prerogative in such a way that the attempt 
now making to endow Maynooth College may 
be defeated, and that the country may be saved 
from the guilt of that great evil which its repre- 
sentatives seem bent to commit.” ; 

A protest against the Maynooth grant had also 
been presented to the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, signed by five hundred and thirty mem- 
bers of the Senate of the University of Cam- 
bridge, in which they sav that they “have the 
greatest repugnance to, and firmly protest against, 
the proposed endowment.” 


REV. DR. CHALMERS’S RETIREMENT. 


Preface to Pamphlet “on the Economics o/ the Free Church 
of Scotland.” 


In announcing my determination now to re- 
tire from the public business of the Free Church, 
I feel confident that it will not be ascribed to any 
decay of affection for its cause. It is nota mat- 
ter of choice, but of physical necessity. I have 
neither the vigour nor the alertness of former 
days, and the strength no longer remains with 
me, either for the debates of the Assembly, or 
for the details of committees and their curres- 
pondence. At the last Assembly, during the 
first days of which I enjoyed a health that I 
never expect to regain, I did a very rash thing. 
1 moved the appointment of an extension com- 
mittee, and accepted of its convenership. I fond- 
ly imagined the possibility of weathering one 
twelve month more of such active service as 
had long been familiar to me, and deemed the 
object I had in view of such special importance 
as to justify the attempt. A few weeks convin- 
ced me of my error; and since the month of 
August my connection with our financial affairs 
has been little better than nominal. ‘ I can still 
describe, however, what I cannot execute ;\ and 
the process which I hoped to set a-going will 
be laid before the reader in the following pages. 
Its accomplishment by me is now wholly out of 
the question; and if judged worthy by the 
church of being carried into effect, should be de- 
volved on younger and abler men. I shall be 
at all times ready to offer my opinion, and to 
state the results of my former experience, when- 
ever it shall be required of me. When the la- 
bours of the College session are over, | will 
endeavour to frame the Report of the Financial 
Committee for the year that is past, which I 
shall either commit to a member of the next As- 
sembly, to be presented and read by him, or, if 
quite able for it, 1, though not a member, can 
deliver it myself. I do hope that it will neither 
surprise nor offend my brethren of the Free 
Church that I now resign a general care of the 
churches, for a more special and intense care of 
those students who are to be the church's future 
guides and guardians. ‘The matters which J] am 
henceforth to give up have now proceeded so 
far, that, without derangement or inconvenience, 
they may be left to pass from one hand and one 
management to another. | 


— 


THE BIG LETTER. 

The ship Navigator, arrived at New York, on 
Monday, from Canton, with advices to the 7th 
of February. ‘The mammoth letter—six by 
three feet—of the Emperor of China to the 
President of the United States, is received by 
this ship. It was forwarded immediately to 
Washington. | 


SWITZERLAND. 


The accounts from Switzerland to the 7th ult. 
state that all the prisoners made by the troops, 
who are natives of Lucerne had been released, 
and the only captives remaining 584 in number, 
belonged to the Canton. The Government of 
Berne had sent a delegate to Lucerne to make a 
last attempt to induce that Canton to abandon 
its intention to recall the Jesuits. ‘The Bernese 
Envoy was said to be the bearer of a pressing 
recommendation to that effect from several influ- 
ential members of the corps diplomatique. 

A letter from. Lucerne gives an account of 2 
curious sentence, the Nidwald., upon a Lieut. 
Nermann, who had joined the Free Corps in the 
attack upon Lucerne. He is condemned to stand 
in public for four hours, with a rod in his hand, 
then to be flogged with it, and afierwards im- 
prisoned for six months, during which he is to 
receive religious instruction.” 

The Paris journals express much interest in 
the position of Dr. Steiger, condemned to death 
by the government of Lucerne. ‘The Debats 
publishes his address to the tribunal by which 
he was condemned. In the address, the doctor 
describes himself as a man led altogether by his 
feelings and sympathies. He reminds his judges) 
that he adopted,the medical profession from the 
sule desire of relieving human suffcring; while 
it was the daily arriving accounts of the hard 
ships of his exiled countrymen that prompted 
him to join them, and, notwithstanding his posi- 
tion, he calls upon the government to revoke 
their invitation to the Jesuits, or there can be no 
peace. ‘I'he Paris G/obe says it is enabled to 
state that the life of Dr Steiger will be spared. 


The Cantons of Uri and Unterwalden are at pre- 
sent quarrelling with Lucerne about. the money 
paid by way of ransom for the prisoners, of 
which the latteris keeping the lion’s share. 

In the 22 cantons of Switzerland there are 
1,287,100 Protestants, 865,400 Papists, 61 mon- 
asteries, and 53 nunneries. 


ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE. 


A New Comet.—Mr. Bennett, a Hampton road 
pilot, saw a comet about 3 o’clock on Saturday 
morning last. Captain Silliman of the barque 
James Patton, Jr. from Charleston, reports thaton 
Monday last at three o’clock, A. M., when about 
fifteen miles south of Chincoteague, he saw a 
comet in a N, E. direction, 12 or 14 degrees 
above the horizon. It was exceedingly brilliant, 
and its tail was so much longer than the tails of, 
the comets which have been visible here, that it 
attracted the attention of Captain Silliman. The 
Captains of three vessels which arrived at New 
York on the 4th inst, report that they had a fine 
view of the Comet, when they were approach- 
ing the Hook. It was visible’at two ©’clock, 
but still more so at three, and the captains say, 
it is the largest that they have ever observed. 

In addition to these reports, the Boston Tran- 
script of Tuesday says, “a brilliant Comet was 
seen from the Observatory at a quarter past 
two o’clock this morning. Observations on it 
were continued until day-light. It was a most 
beautiful object. The micrometic measurements 
seemed to indicate that it may soon pass within 
our circle of perpetual apparition, but this o 
course is a matter of uncertainty. Its position 
at 3 o’clock this morning was near the star 
Epsilon Persei—in the north-east. It was also 
seen on Monday morning at three o’clock from 
the Observatory at New Haven, Connccticut. 


PRAYING FoR THE Deap.—Rev. Dr. Seabury 
and Rev. Dr. Wainwright, both of the high 
church order, are at issue in New York, on the 
subject of praying for the dead, one of the pecu- 
liarities of the Romish Church. Dr. Wainwright 
preached against it on Sunday week, and on 
Sunday last, Dr. Seabury, who is almost beyond 
the Protestant side of the theological hedge, 
preached in favour of it. 


WEALTH OF THE Propacanpa.—The French 
journals state, that the receipts of the Society in- 
stituted at Lyons for the propagation of the 
Romish faith, amounted in 1844 to 3,562.088f ; 
France had contributed 1,835.029f; Bavaria, 
232,748f; Prussia, 145.066f; Germany, 42,- 
159f; Great Britain. 237,795f; Ireland, 181,- 
905f; Spain, 10.578f; Russia, 2449f; Sardi- 


States of America, 6384f; South America 10,- 
247f; Oceanica, 240f; &c. The Society ex- 
pended in Oceanica, 503,836f; in the United 
States, 1,044.895f; in the African Missions, 
266.069f; in Asia, 997,125f; in Europe, 547,- 
317f; costs of prinung, 256.360f; the entire 
expenses of the year amounted to 3,668,762f. 
There was a surplus of 424,308f. in the treasury 
of the Society lying over since last year. 
GATHERING OF THE HucuENots.—A new 
French Protestant or Huguenot Church has been 
erected in Charleston, South Carolina, for the 


nia, 267.464; Sicily, 109,118f; the United) 


purpose of gathering the lineal descendants of 
the Huguenots in the vicinity of that city into a 
congregation, ‘The Church was recently dedi- 
cated, and a sermon preached by Rev. Charles 
Howard, The Charleston Courier says:—*t The 
original French Protestant Church, in which the 
Huguenot emigrants worshipped, was built on 
the site of the present edifice, and was burned 
down in 1740. A new building was erected on 
the same site, and was also destroyed by fire in 
1796. <A third structure was erected 1800; 
but, on the recent determination to revive the old 
form of worship, (discontinued since 1826,) the 
building, being of insufficient size, was taken 
down, and the present elegant edifice, in the 
Gothic style of architecture, (which when finish- 
ed, will be an ornament to the city,) erected in 
its place.”’ 

“Tue Buinp.—It appears from the Annual 
Report of the New York Institution for the 
Blind that there are at present 111 pupils in the 
Institution ; 42 females and 56 males are enga- 
ged in regular studies, and 12 occupied duririg 
the day with music or manufacture. Music is 
an important branch of education. ‘They have 
six pianos; and during the past year, through 
the liberality of friends, a valuable organ has 
been provided. Many of the pupils have already 
become accomplished on this instrument, and 
are well fitted to perform in churches. Fifty- 
six pupils are now receiving musical instruc- 
tions; the choir in the Institution consists of 
twelve girls and eight boys, and the band is 
composed of fourteen boys. Their performan- 
ces excite great admiration, Basket-making is 
another occupation.of the pupils in addition to 
the weaving of mats and carpets. Among the 
great variety of paper boxes manufactured, they 
have made during the year, 2507 band-boxes, 
3785 shoe-boxes, 1798 cap-boxes, 19,175 
artificial flower-boxes and 3319 fancy-boxes, 
and over 1000 market baskets. Over $9000 
were received from the State last year, to aid 
the Institution. | 
PHILADELPHIA SunpAay Scuoort CELEBRA- 
Tron.—On Thursday afternoon, 29th ult,, the 
anniversary of the Philadelphia Sunday School 
Union was celebrated in Washington Square. 
About 10,000 children were present and par- 
ticipated in the enjoyments of the day. ‘The 
exercises were of an interesting character, and 
were opened with prayer by the Rev. ‘Thomas 
H. Stockton. Several hymns were sung, and 
the benediction pronounced by the Rev. Mr. 
Rood. The children were then formed in pro- 
cession and proceeded to the Chinese Museum, 
where they deposited their wreaths and bou- 
quets. In the evening the Rev. Mr. Stone de- 
livered an address at the Museum. ‘The whole 
affair passed off with gratification to all con- 
cerned. 

Brooktyn Sunvay Scuoor CeELEBRATION.— 
At the féstal gathering on Tuesday, 27th ult., 
the Schools which assembled in Rev. Mr. Jaco- 
bus’s Church enjoyed an address from the vene- 
rable Dr. Alexander of Princeton.— With all his 
own simplicity of speéch he kept the mass of 
children silent and attentive, listening to one 
whose voice and manner and engaging remark 


seemed to interest the youngest minds. . He; Ric 


ve some appropriate recollections of himesif, 


which thrilled the oldest, when he spoke near 


seventy years ago. 

Pustic Scuvots 1x New Yorx.— The 
Evening Post says the increase of the number 
of scholars in two years has been over 50 per 
cent.; and while under the old system, four- 
teen thousand children only derived instruction| 
from the best of books, twenty-two thousand) 
now have the Bible daily read to them. 

InnumMAN Warrare.—News from Central 
America gives an account of the Siege of the 
Capitol of Nicaragua by Gen. Malespin, who 
it is said, burnt about a thousand of the aged 
women, children and friends of Leon. The 
people of Salvador, of whom Malespin is Gover- 
nor, rebelled against him during his absence. 
Malespin, at the last dates, was marchin 
against the revolters. ; 


Hrnpoos.—Four Hindoo Brahmins are resi- 
dent in London for the purpose of studying 
medicine at the London University, that on 
their return they may diffuse a knowledge’ of 
the science among their countrymen. 


New York City Scuoot Exvection.—The 
election for officers under the School Law pass- 
ed off in the city of New York on Monday with- 
out excitement. Very few votes were polled, 
bat the majority throughout the city were cast 
for the Bible party. | 


FOREIGN ITEMS. 
From late Foreign oe how sty at the office of the 


Jesuits Iv France.—The discussion on the 
Jesuits was opened in the French Chamber of 
Deputies, by M. Thiers, on Friday. ‘That de- 
puty introduced the motion of which he had 
given notice, respecting the enforcement of the 
laws against religious congregations unauthorized 
by the Government, in a speech of considerable 
eloquence and ability. He professed respect 
and admiration for the Roman Catholic Church, 
but denounced the political organization and 
anti-social designs of the Jesuits, as dangerous 
alike to civil liberty and the best interesis of the 
Church, from whose bosom they spring. M. 
Thiers was ably supported by M. Dupin, while 
the Jesuits were lamely defended. ‘Phe 
press speaks approvingly of M. Thiers’ motion; 
and ypless the Government give a more stren- 
uous resistance than is anticipated, a formal re- 
solution may be ultimately adopted by the Cham- 
ber, calling upon the Government to enforce the 
laws against the infamous sectaries of Iguatius 
Loyola. 


REFusAL oF Sires.—We understand that the 


‘Rev. Messrs. Begg and Glass have just return- 


ed from visiting those parts of the extensive es- 
tates of Lord Panmure, the Earl of Cawdor, the 
Earl of Seafield, and Cameron of Lochiel, in 
the north of Scotland, on which sites for Free 
churches are still refused, notwithstanding the 
urgent and repeated applications of their nume- 
rous tenantry. We understand that the hard 
ships to which the Free Church ministers and 
people have been, and are exposed, in conse 
quence of these refusals, are far greater than we 
in the south have any idea of, and that a full ex- 
posure of the whole ease will be made at the 
ensuing General Assembly. We believe that 
other deputations are visiting the other parts of 
the kingdom where sites are still refused-— Wit- 
ness, 


Deatu or TuE Rev. Dr. Coox.—We regret 
to learn that intelligence reached town last night 
of the death of the Rev. Dr. George . Cook, 
which took place at St. Andrews yesterday morn- 
ing. His son, the Rev. Dr. Jotin Cook, of Had- 
dington, was yesterday elected Moderator of the 
Synod of Lothian and ‘I'weeddale, but at the 
evening meeting Dr. ‘Thomas Clark stated thai 
he had received a note from him, intimating his 
inability to be present at the sederunt, in conse- 
quence of the loss which he had that day sus- 
tained in the death of his father. Dr. Cook was 
for a long period the acknowledged leader of the 
Moderate party in the Established Church of 
Scotland, and for the last seventeen years Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy and Political Econo- 
my in the United College of St. Salvador and 
St. Leonard’s, St. Andrews. ‘The reverend 
Doctor had reached an advanced age, being, we 
believe, upwards of seveniy years of age. 


Rome, April 26.—T he courier who was des- 
patched yesterday by the Russian Ambassador 
to St. Petersburgh, is the bearer of energetic pro- 
testations on the part of the Holy See, against 
the situation of the Roman Catholic clergy in 
Russia. 


Priest Ronce —A letter from Berlin, given 
in the London Morning Herald of the 8th, states 
that Ronge, who had caused the secession from 
the Roman Catholic Church in Germany, had 
been shot by the Roman Catholics. ‘The siate- 
ment requires confirmation, 


SLAVERY ABOLISHED IN THE IsLAND oF St. 
BarruoLomew.—A letter from Stockholm, da- 
ted the 12th of April, says that the Swedish 
Diet has responded to the appeal of the King, 
and in a manner which secures freedom to the 
four or five hundred slaves belonging to the 
Swedish island of St. Bartholomew. ‘The Es- 
tates acceded to the proposition of the King by 
voting 10,000 piastres yearly, for five years, to 
be expended in redeeming the slaves of that 
Island and compensating the losses of their mas- 
ters. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


ARRIVAL AT LIVERPOOL DIRECT FROM CINCINNATI. 
—The ship Muskingum, Captain Wells, built at 
Marietta, Ohio, and laden at Cincinnati, arrived at 
Liverpool on the 15th of May—being the first arri- 
val at the latter place from the former port. The 
London Times, of the 20th of May, thus speaks of 
the Muskingum:—* We have received a file of, 
Cincinnati papers brought by the first vessel that 
ever cleared out at that city for Europe. Her voy- 
age is quite an event in the history of the Western 
states, and will, we trust, be only the commence- 
ment of a long continued and valuable trade be- 
tween that part of the American union and the old 
country. The building of a vessel 350 tons on a ri- 
ver 1700 miles from the sea, is itself a very re- 
markable circumstance, both as a proof of the mag- 
nificence of the American rivers, and the spirit of 
the American people. The navigating of such a 
vessel down the Ohio and the Mississippi, and then 
across the Atlantic, would a few years ago have 
been thought impossible. She brings a cargo of 
provisions; and we trust that the success of this 
first adventure will be such as to encourage its fre- 
quent repetition.” 


AnoTner Fire at Pirtssuren.—The city of 


Pittsburgh was visited last week with another fire.|: 


Sixty or seveuty houses were destroyed, mostly old 

frame buildings of little valne. ‘The loss has been 

estimated at from $30 to $40,000. Several hun- 

— poor families were rendered houseless by the 
re. 


PirtssurcH Funp.— The Pittsburgh 
American says:—A long and able report has been 
made by the committee of councils appointed on 
this subject. It recommends the immediate distri- 
bution of the money in gift to the sufferers—all ex- 
cept the State donation, which it proposes to re- 
turn to the treasury. The amount thus far receiv- 


- is $132,190.65 besides the $50,000 from the 
State. 


Incenrous.—An ingenious invention is noticed 
in the daily papers. It embodies, in the form of an 
ever-point pencil case, an accurate balance for the 
D, 10, and 20 cents rates of postage, under the new 
law, the 4, 4, 14, and two ounce weights, a pen- 
holder, ever-point pencil, toothpick, half sovereign 
guage, a seal and magazine for leads, and several 
other appendages. 

Icesgrcs.—The packet ship Montezuma, arrived 
at New York on the 3d inst., from Liverpool, was 
six days in the ice; lying to three days completely 
surrounded by ice islands—the weather uncommon- 
ly foggy. hen in Jat. 43 10, lon. 53 20, it clear- 
ed up, after having been three days very thick. 
Captain Lowber then saw eleven. islands of ice 
around him, one of which extended to the length 
of two miles, and from appearances was two hun 
dred feet high. During the time the Montezuma 
lay to, the wind was from the S. S. E. 


-| him, but stumbled over a fireman in the pursuit, 


Great Free at Quesec.—A fire broke out i 
ichardson’s Tannery. in Quebec on Wednesday 


28th ult. The dryness of the weather, and the in- 
flammable quality of the buildings adjoining, caused 
the flames to spread with the utmost raping, and 
from eleven in the morning until midnight the fire 
held uninterrupted sway, sweeping every thing be. 
fore it, until its career was arrested in St. Charles! 
street—nearly one mile from the place where the 
flames were first discovered. Between 1500 and 
2000 houses were destroyed, making one third of 
the population houseless, and in want of the neces- 
saries of life. Almost the whole of St. Roch’s sub. 
urbs was destroyed—the church and St. Peter's 
Chapel, the large brewing establishment of Messrs. 
Lloyd, Lepper & McCallum, and the line of wharves 
from Munn's to the one at the foot of Hope Hill, 
on which were an immense quantity of deals,| 
being all burnt. The fire was stopped on the 
town side by blowing up two houses, and on the 
other by throwing down the pile of deals. 

No exact estimate of the deplorable loss of life 
has yet been obtained. Twelve bodies have been 
found, but no doubt the extent of the loss must be 
far greater. Some estimate the number of lives 
lost as high as one hundred. The total Joss has 
estimated, from $1,600,000 to $3,- 


The citizens have subscribed £7000 for the re 
lief of the sufferers. The want of food seems the 
most pressing one. One painful incident was the 
destruction of the Hospital, to which, as being con- 
sidered entirely out of the reach of the contlagra- 
ton, numbers of sick persons of all classes were 
carried, when melancholy to relate, the building 
became ignited by the flakes of fire carried from 
a distance by the wind, and the unfortunate in- 
matey, unable to help themselves, perished. 


City Improvements.—The Express thus groups 
some of the improvements going on in the upper 
part of the city of New York. 

University Place and the Fifth Avenue, just be- 
yond the Washington Parade Ground, are not only 
among the most growing, but beautiful sections of 
the modern portion of New York. On University] 
Place is Rev. Dr. Potts’s new church, and a large 
number of splendid dwelling-houses are now going 
up there. 
fur Mr. Aspinwall. On the Fifth Avenue, just 
above the Ascension Church, is the imposing build- 
ing for the Rev. Dr. Phillip’s congregation, form- 
erly worshipping in Wall street. The outer walls 
are finished, and the roof is on, but it will not be 
finished before the autumn. Within two blocks of 
this church a large number of spacious houses are 
nearly completed ; among them three very magni- 
ficeut stone residences, of the same material with 
Trinity Church. Mr. Lenox’s new stone house} 
excites much admiration from its size as well as its 
architecture. It occupies four lots, with an orna- 
mented entrance of singular beauty. 


AccipEent.—A fearful accident happened at the 
residence of Mr. Kelsey, in Acre’s Hollow, Middle- 
burgh, N. Y., on the 2st ult. The Schoharie 
Republican gives the particulars. The neighbours 
of Mr. Kelsey had sssembled for the purpose of as- 
sisting in raising a barn. On attempting to raise 
the third bent, the whole fell with a dreadful crash, 
injuring fifteen persons, who were either employed 
on, or standing near, the barn. 

Mexican InpEmnity.—The Mexican claimants 
have appealed to the President for the payment of 
the instalments provided for under the general ap- 
propriation Act of last session, or to state his rea- 
sons for withholding payment. 


Evecrricity.—A dead blue bird was found last 
week, clinging with its feet to one of the wires of 
Morse’s Electro-Magnetic Telegraph, a few miles 
from Washington City. The body of the bird was 
examined, and no shot wound, or wound of any 
kind, was discovered sufficient to produce death, 
which has led to the belief that the poor thing was 
killed while perched upon the wire, some time dur- 
ing the operation of the telegraph, by a shock of 
electricity. 


PennsyLvanta.—Mr. Snowden, the State Trea- 
surer, has issued a circular to the several County 
Treasurers, impressing upon them the necessity of 
the diffzrent counties availing themselves of the 
section of the act of April 29,1844, which pro- 
vides that if any county pay its quota of State tax 
within fifteen days previous to the first of August, 
the State Treasurer is authorized to make a deduc- 
tion of five per cent. 

Relative to the prospects of prompt payment of 
the August dividend, the Treasurer remarks: We 
paid our interest in February, and we can do so in 
August and February next, if active and prompt 
measures are adopted in the several counties of the 
commonwealth; and in case that can be accom- 
plished, our credit is placed on a sure basis, and 
the nature of our securities can be changed so as to 
relieve the Commonwealth from one to two-fifths 
of her present rate of interest. Thej assessments| 
for this year amount to $1,299,962.61 cents. The 
nett tolls from the canals and railroads last year 
$635,572.97. [tis believed that this year will at 
least equal the last, and it will thus be seen that 
these two items are sufficient to pay the interest, 
or nearly so. ‘The amount due from former assess- 
ments, and the ordinary revenues, will be sufficient 
to pay the ordinary expenses cf government. | 
present this brief view at this time to show that 
there is no ground for despondence and gloom ; but 
on the contrary, the highest inducement to be ac- 
tive, vigilant and faithful. These will lead to the 
happiest results. 


lowa-—The official vote upon the constitution 
has at last been ascertained. It stood, for the Con- 
stitution, 6,023; against it 7,019; majority against 
it 996. We infer from the Iowa papers, that an 
attempt will be made to resuscitate the condemned 
Constitution of the Legislature, again submitting 
it to the test of a vote of the people. 


Brairish War Steamers on Lake Erit.—The 
intimation we gave afew days since, that the 
British contemplated building two war steamers 
for service on Lake Erie, and the upper lakes, is 
confirmed by the Globe, published at Toronto. 
That paper says: Mr. Tucker, the Admiralty 
builder, who came out by the last steamer, has 
given instructions for the building of two war 
steamers on Lake Erie, with the utmost despatch. 
We understand that the Niagara Dock Company 
are the contractors.” | 


Increase OF PopuLatTion.—British America, as 
well as the United States, is rapidly increasing in 
population. The inhabitants of the old world 
seem hastening to the new, with the expectation 
of escaping oppression and want, or of realizing 
delicious dreams of fame,.wealth, or happiness. 
Many, very many of these are doubtless doomed to 
sad disappointment. The last advices from Eng: 
land state that the fifth vessel was to leave Hul 
on the 11th ult., in which emigrants for the Cana- 
das were to sail, and in all 82Q persons, chiefly 
mechanics and agriculturists, had within a few 
days left that port.—There were also four more 
vessels there, about to sail with emigrants for 
Quebec. 

Leap.—We learn from the Mineral Point De- 
mocrat, that 43,000,000 pounds of lead were 
shipped from Galena, during the year 1844; and 
rad Mineral Point furnished one third of the 
whole. 


Gone To Sea.—U. S. ship of the line Columbus, 
Com. Biddle, and sloop of war Vincennes, for Chi- 
na, proceeded to sea from New York on Wednes- 
day last. Mr. Everett, Commissioner from the 
ee States to China, is passenger in the Colum- 

us. 

Earty Harvestrnec.—An extensive planter re- 
siding a few miles from Edenton, N. C., com- 
menced cutting his wheat on Tharsday, the 22d 
of May, being some three weeks earlier than the 
usual time of harvesting. 


Census or New Yorx.—A New State Census} 


will be taken in New York in July, the object of 
which is not only to obtain information as to the 
number of inhabitants, but information as to the 
business of the people. | , 


Cmier Deav.—The old Indian chief and head of, 
the Onondagas, died on Saturday last, at Oneida 
Castle, N. Y., over hundred years of age. He 
had lived to see several generations pass before 
him. ‘The young chief and his family, it is said, 
gathered round his body, dressed in his full chief's 
attire, with unaffected grief. Few of the race of 
the Onondagas are left. 


Verpict ror Insuries.—The case of James M. 
Raisin vs. the Directors of the Western Bank of 
Baltimore, for serious injuries sustained by falling 
through the hole in the pavement fronting the 
property of said Bank, in Eutaw street, was deci- 
ded yesterday, by rendering a verdict for the 
plaintiff of $3000 damages. 

A Sertous Firzt New Yorr.—A fire broke 
out in New York on Saturday night 3lst ult. in 
18th street, by which the stables and carriage 
houses of the Empire Line of Omnibasses were de- 
stroyed, with about 30 horses and a number of 
stages. The fire, according to the True Sun, was 
the work of an incendiary; a watchman pursued 


and thus the villain escaped. Not less than one 
hundred houses, including several valuable brick 
buildings, on 18th, 19th and 20th streets, were 


Among others is one of fine proportions}. 


Repeal agitation, and that the first of a series of 


- by the steamer of the 4th ult., brought the painful 


burnt to the ground. Four hundred families and 


not less than 3000 men, women, and children have 

thus been turned out of house and home, losing} 
all their furniture, and many of them left entirely, 
destitute. The scene beggared description. Twen- 

ty-five carcases of horses lay smoking amid the 

ruins of the stables. The vats of a soap manufac- 

tory, which was destroyed, sent up a horrible 
stench. Hundreds of poor Irishmen and Germans, 

with their wives and children, were gazing on the 
desolation, or attempting to make arrangements| 
for a temporary shelter, not a few of them weep- 
ing and mourning over their losses. 

Sreamsoat Exptosron.—On the 3d inst., the 
steamboat Paul Jones, Captain Moffitt, one of the 
tow-boats from Havre de Grace to Ba!timore, when 
in the neighbourhood of North Point, with ten or 
twelve canal boats in tow, burst her boilers, severe- 
ly scalding the Captain and engineer, as well as 
the rest of the crew. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

The steamship Great Western, Capt. Mathews, 
arrived at New York on the Ist inst. She made 
the passage from Liverpool to New York in a few 
hours less than fifteen days. The weather during 
the passage was generally pleasant; but the ship 
was detained for several! hours, on the 26th ult., by 
numerous icebergs, which she encountered. She 
brought out sixty-five passengers. 

The steamer Cambria arrived at Boston on Sun- 
day night, at nine o'clock. She left Liverpool on 
the 20th, and has made the passage in a little more 
than twelve days, which at this season of the year, 
is somewhat remarkable. 

English papers to May 20th, are received by these 
arrivals, ‘The news has no feature of striking inte- 
rest. Cotton has undergone no material change of 
prices since our last preceding advices, though the 
sales have been large. At Liverpool prices gave 
way 3d. per lb. during the week ending May 16. 
Business was good in the manufacturing districts, 
and Great Britain generally prosperous. Iron had 
fallen off from the high prices of April, and the 
market was dull and dubious. 

The Oregon Question.—W illmer & Smith’s Fu- 
ropean ‘Times has a column of speculation on the 
probabilities of a war on the Oregon question be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain. The 
public mind in England is occupied almost exclu- 
sively with this subject. If the public securities 
are to be taken as a test, the probability of its being 
settled otherwise than friendly seems very remote. 
Notwithstanding this confidence, the subject is al- 
luded to in private circles, as one that is very tick- 
lish, and that a trifling matter may fan intoa flame. 
The Funds, which have been unsettled and fever- 
ish of late, in consequence of the threatened rup- 
ture with America, improved on the arrival of the 
news by the Great Western on the 8th of May in 
England, and maintained their steadiness until the 
arrival of the Caledonia on the 13th of May, when 
a further improvement took place. 

A letter trom Paris in Willmer & Smith's Eu- 
ropean Times, states that the public —- of 
France on the Oregon dispute between England 
and the United States, is against this country. 

It is said that O’Connell is about to renew the 


monster meetings will soon be held on Tara Hill. 


The proceedings are to be highly imposing.— 
O’Connell gives notice that he means to disregard 
the enendel call of the House of Commons for ab- 
sent members. 

The death of Thomas Hood, the celebrated au- 
thor, an event which had been anticipated by him- 
self and his friends for some time past, took place 
on the 3d of May, in London. 

The overland mail from India, of April Ist, 
brought little news of importance. 

The British Parliament meton the 19th, when 
the Maynooth bill came up for a third reading. 
The discussion occrpied most of the — It 
was then adjourned till the following day. There 
was no doubt of its passage. 
appeared to have diminished. 

The proceedings which took place in the House 
of Commons on the 17th, are important in the pre- 
sent position of matters between England and the 
United States. The debate referred more particu- 
larly to the state of the British navy, which, the 


The opposition to it 


protessional members contended, was in a most in-| © 


efficient state—badly manned, and altogether dis- 
graceful to the country and to the service. The 
admission of this inefficiency was made by Sir 
George Cockburn, and the other represen‘atives of 
the Admiralty Board, and the blame was thrown on 


the Exchequer, the Chancellor of which evinced 
no willingness to place the wooden walls of the 
nation in a better position. 

Lord John Russell, the leader of the opposition in 
the House of Commons, considering that the present 
time—a time of unusual prosperity and comfurt—is 
the proper season for minutely considering the con- 
dition of the labouring classes, is to bring forward 
his resolutions on this subject on the 26th. They 
embrace topics of great magnitude. He denounces 
the corn laws as pernicious, but does not offer a 
substitute. 

The Texan Ex-Secretary of State, Ashbel Smith, 
has arrived out, as resident Minister in France and 
England. 

A war between England and Brazil is looked for. 

Right of Search.—The accounts state that the 
draught of the convention respectinz the right of 
search, agreed upon by the commissioners (the 
Duke de Broglie and Dr. Lushington,) which had 
been transmitted for approval from London to Pa- 
ris, had been returned with an objection to one of 
its provisions. The precise terms of the proposed 
convention were not of course known, but it was 
understood that they contemplated treaties with the 
African native chiets to prevent the sale and em- 
barkation of slaves. 


Premium to Emigrants.—John Dent, Esq., of 
Ribston Hall, near Knaresborough, has offered a 
premium of £5 to any of the poor families residing 
in Hunsingore and Walsford, who may feel inclin- 
ed to make a trip across the Atlantic. A like offer 
has also been made by the parish officers in those 
places, and many families have already availed 
themselves of the opportunity. 

The catastrophe at Yarmouth.—The latest date 


intelligence that the wire bridge at Yarmouth, 
England, had given way, under the pressure of a 
large number of persons collected to see Cooke’s 
equestrian company perform some foolery on the 
river at that place. ‘The particulars of this sad ac- 
cident is published in the London Watchman. Se- 
venty-five bodies had been identified, and the num- 
ber lost is estimated at one hundred and thirty, or 
one hundred and forty, mostly women and children. 

The publication of the Italian translation of Ban- 
croft’s History of the United States has been for- 
mally refused in Italy, notwithstanding the efforts 
of the American Minister, by both the civil and 
ecclesiastical censure of Turin. 

Poland is still in a disturbed state; at Warsaw 
the prisons are daily increasing the number of their 
victims. The espionage is more rigorous than 
ever; and the danger of correspondence by letter 
is greatly augmented. 

rance.—The health of M. Guizot was almost 
entirely re-established. He was received by the 
King on the 10th of May. The report on the bud- 
get was to be presented to the Chambers on the 
15th, and it was expected that the session would 
close about the end of June. The exciting topic 
of the Jesuits has occupied the attention of the 
Chamber of Deputies. It originiated with M. 
Thiers, who described the vicissitudes the order of 
Jesuits had experienced since its foundation; the 
motives of its condemnation in France in the 18th 
century, and those which had induced the Pope to 
provounce the dissolution of a community that Fre- 
derick the Great alone, in all Europe, did not con- 
sider dangerous. M. Thiers, in concluding, called 
on the Cabinet to execute the laws, and dissolve 
the Society. | 

Turkey.—The Ottoman Government being de- 
termined to carry out its plans for the moral and 
physical amelioration of the couutry, has organized 
ten itinerant éommissions, destined to set out and 
visit in detail various portions of Asiatic and Ev- 
ropean Turkey, for the purpose of reporting upon 
the improvement that can, without too heavy 
charge on the national resources, be introduced to 
farther public instruction, advance agriculture, 
commerce, trade, the means of cemmunication, 
the establishment of hospitals and places of refuge 
for the poor, &c. 

Among the new phases of political society, one 
not of the least remarkable has been the calling 
together of a Parliament of the Turkish Empire, at 
Constantinople, by the Sultan. There are to be 
representatives from every province, to bring for- 
ward their respective wants and grievances; and 
their object is to ascertain what is best to be done 
to remove the former and redress the latter. 


Russia AND Crrcassia.—The Russians are. col- 
lecting vast armies for the conquest of the Cau- 
casus, not Jess, it is said, than 180,000 men. The 
new er of these armies is Count Wor- 
onzoff. 

Morocco.—A letter from Toulon sta‘es that the 
Emperor of Morocco was, at the date of the last 
accounts, earnestly endeavouring to capture Ab- 


anarchy reigns in the Empire of Morocco, and 
that the people of the south are in open insurrec- 

Inpra AnD Cxu1na.—The overland mail of the Ist 
of April errived in London, on the 6th ult. 

In the Punjaub there is sad confusion, and two 
or three dynasties. The boy king, Dhuleep-Singh, 
rules at Lahore. In the mountain fortress of Jan- 
roo, Ghoolaub Singh maintains his supremacy, and 
the notorious Akbar Khan, of Cabul is preparing to 
seize Peshawur. Ghoolaub Singh had formed a sort | 
of alliance with the Affghan iealens, and had entrap- 
ped a number of soldiers belonging to the rightful 
sovereign, and carried away the treasure of which 
they were the guardians. The British govern- 
ment was preparing to assist the troops of the 
young King Dhuleep. 

The expedition which Sir Charles Napier led 
into the territories of the Jakranees, Doomkies, 
and Bootkies, lying in the mountainous tracts to 
the westward of Poolajee, has been successful. 
Their country is to be given over to the honest 
tribe of the Murrees, who are disposed to adhere | 
strictly to the British alliance. 

The affairs of Sawnut Warree have assumed a 
complex aspect, iu consequence of the ceapegene 
settlement of Goa becoming mixed up with the re- 
bellion of the disaffected in those districts. The 
revolted chiefs fled over the Goa frontiers. 

Advices of December 20, from Batavia, state 
there had been further troubles in the upper dis- 
tricts of Padang, but that the troops succeeded in 
quelling them, though not until several villages 
were burnt. 

The news from China extends to the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, but business was in a state of stagnation in 
consequence of the Chinese holidays. 


FROM TEXAS. 

A Convention Called. —The steamship New 
York, arrived at New Orleans May 24th, from Gal- 
veston. She brought over General Sam Houston, 
ex-President of Texas, and family, who, it is said, 
are en route for the Hermitage. The United States 
squadron, under the command of Commodore R. F. 
Stockton, of the steam frigate Princeten, 
Lieut. Com’g E. R. Thompson, shrp St. Mary's, 
Captain Saunders, ship Saratoga, Captain Shubrick, 
and brig Porpoise, Lieut. Com’dt W. E. Hunt, ar- 
rived on the 12th, fifteen days from Hampton 
Roads. 

A Proclamation has been issued by President 
Jones, for an election of Deputies to a Convention 
to be held at the city of Austin on the Fourth of 
July next, for the purpose of considering the 
positions for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States, and any other proposition which may be 
made concerning the nationality of the Republic ; 
and should they judge it expedient and proper to 
adopt, provisionally, a Constitution to be submitted 
to the people for their ratification, with a view to 
the admission of Texas, as a State, into the Ameri- 
can Union, in accordance with the terms of the 
proposition for Annexation already submitted to this 
Government by that of the United States. 


FROM MEXICO. 

The U. S. brig Somers arrived at Pensacola on 
the 18th ult., from Vera Cruz. The bill giving 
power to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affaira 
to negotiate a treaty with Texas for her indepen- 
dence, with a proviso that she shall not be annex- 
ed to the United States, passed the Mexican House 
of Representatives on the 3d of May, 41 to 13, and 
after a very animated and warm debate, when it was 
sent to the Senate, which it is believed would con- 
cur unanimously. A report to that effect had 
reached Vera Cruz before the Somers sailed, but 
was not confirmed. Capt:in Elliot, English Charge 
to Texas, had been in the city of Mexico some 
weeks, accompanied by a Mr. Smith, Secret Agent 
of Texas, having arrived from Galveston on the 
llth, in the English frigate Eurydice. He was 
waiting at Vera Cruz.on the action of the Senate 
upon this bill, and would return to Texas in the 
same frigate upon the receipt of it. : 

On the 2d of May Senor Canedo, formerly a 
member of the Mexican Congress, took passage 
from Vera Cruz in the barque Eugine for New 
York, sent in a diplomatic capacity from the Mexi- 
can Government to that of the United States, but 
his departure was not known till the papers of the 
10th announced it. 


FROM AFRICA. 
The barque Madonna, arrived at New York from 
Africa brings the Luminary to April 9th. Its 
files contain no news of particular interest. That 
journal, however, makes loud complaint of the 
course pursued toward the colonies by the English 
commanders, who, it is alleged, manifest a settled 
determination to infringe, oppress, and tantalize; 
to violate the tariff regulations of the colonial go- 
vernment, &c. The Luminary fears, in all this, a 
determined purpose on the part of England to ob- 
tain possession of the colonies, or bring them un- 
der her dominion. | 

There is a long lettér from A. F. Russell, a 
missionary, giving an account of his journey to 
Mount Andrew, where he and Mr. Kennedy went 
to re-establish a mission station which had been 
abandoned. They were kindly and warmly re- 
ceived—fourteen boys were at once placed under 
their charge for instruction, with whose appearance 
and promise they were very much pleased. 

The war between the Grahways and Half Caval- 
lys, near Cape Palmas, was still going on as late 
as the Ist of March, but no very serious engage- 
ment had taken place since the battle of February 
22, in which thirty-three were killed on both sides 
and about fifty wounded. The Half Cavallys were 
the victors. 

The Luminary says—The Protestant Episcopal 
Mission station, for some two or three yeara estab- 
-lished among the yet conquering tribe, will not pro- 
bably suffer any loss so far as property is concerned, 
unless that tribe should be overpowered, in which 
event its towns will likely be fired, and the mission 
premises, situated in one of them, wil be consumed 
in the conflagration. While these belligerent tribes 
are so hostile to each other, it is pleasant to learn 
that the missionaries (and we judge the colonists 
too) can pass and repass among thein without the 
least apprehension. ‘They will no doubt interpose 
their utmost influence for peace. The Methodist 
missionaries are quite away from the scene of con- 
tention. 


MARRIED. 

OnfTuesday, 3d inst., in Grand street church, New York, 
by the Rev.’ Dr. McElroy, James Moin, of Edin h, to 
Many, eldest daughter of the Rev. Dr. McE.Lroy, of New 

ork. y 

At Waterford, New York, on Thursday, 29th of May, at 
Grace Church, by the Rev. George B. Eastman, Henry 
T. of Lansingburgh, 0 Margaret, daughter 
of Joun KNICKERBACKER, of the former place. 

At Beaver Meadow, Pa., May 24th, by the Rev. J. G. 
Moore, Mr. JoHn Senn, of that place, to Miss Mary Suirn, 
daughter of Mr. John Smith, of Conyngham. 


OBITUARY. 

Died, at Bellefontaine, Logan county, Ohio, on the 16th 
ult., after a short illness, in the fiftieth year of his age, Mr. 
W. Cowan, formerly of Chester county, Pennsy!- 
vania. . 

Died, at Carbondale. Pennsylvania, on the 29th of ob 
after a short illness, Mrs. Anicait Haat, aged fifty-eight 
years. 


SABBATH EVENING SERVICES. 
The Presbyterian Churehes in Philadelphia, hold Sabbath 
evening services each month as follows: 


CHURCHES. PASTORS, EVENINGS. 
2d Church, Rev. Dr.Cuyler, lst Sabbath of month 
Ceatral Church, Rev. Dr. McDawell, Ist do. 
Seots Church, Rev. Mr. Macklin, 1st do. 


Union Church, Rey. Mr. Stewart, Ist 
4th Church, Rev. Mr. Loughridge, 2d 
7th Church, Rev. Mr. Lard, 2d 
North Church, Rev. Mr. Janeway, 2d 
6th Church, Rev. Dr, Jones, 3d 
9h Church, Rev. Mr. Tudehope, 3d 
10th Church, Rev. Dr. Boardman, last 
Cohocksink, Rev. Mr. Gaston, da. do. 


PENN SQUARE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


The Penn Square Presbyterian Church, above 
Chestnut street, Philadelphia, will be open to-morrow (Sab- 
bath) evening, Sih inst. Service commences at a quarter 
before eight o'clock. 


S$ VISITING PHILADELPHIA.—Just 
sale by Gro. S. Aprieton, 148 Chestnut 
street, between Sixth and Seventh streets, Philadelphia— 
Philadelphia as it is in 1845. A Guide for Strangers to the 
Public Buildings, Institutions, and every thing worthy of 
attention in Philadelphia and its environs, with engravings 
of the public buildings. jane 7 
ENRY’S COMMENTA RY, 6 vols. super 8vo.— 
H Published by Barrington & Market 
street, Philadelphia, and for sale by the principal Booksel- 
lers throughout the United States. The following are te 
lected from a great number of notices equally expressive of 
the sterling value of the work: ee 


“| koow of no work of the kind, in any » which 
combines more sound good sense with fervent and deep 
toned piety.”—Rev. Francis Wayland. 

“Phe mind of the author seems not only to have been 
imbued with excellent spiritual ideas, but to have teemed 
with them,”—Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

“ The wise and good unite insaying, that it is calculated 
to rondes those who-read it wiser and better.”—Rey. Dr. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


NEB VOICE OF THE MARTYRS 

pe FROM THE COVENANTERS. 
vaiee comes from the old church-towers, 
Scotia’s mopntain land ; 
voiee of the Martyr-Band. 
.»» And it tells of cruel wo and wrong, 
dod of tender ties all riven ; 
_.. When.the arm of the Christian’s foe was strong, 
he had no bome but Heaven. 


Fe tells of the sinful hearts made pure 
«nd ef those-whoified the tempting lure 


Of sin and eternal death. 


the last sad look, when taken, 
“© Spoke no hope for coming years. 
_. . It tells how earnest prayers were made 
‘To the righteous Lord of Heaven, 
_. That his just vengeance might be stayed, 
_.. That their foes might be forgiven. 

~ And is that voice forgotten now, 

voice from Scotia's ?— 
No! we ne’er to any God shall bow, 


~ Bat the God of the Martyr-Band. 


OUR FRIEND ON HIGH. 

Neither doth our blessed Saviour infinitely 
deserve our love. only by what he once suffered 
upon the cross, but likewise by what he is still 
doing for us in heaven, where he appears con- 


tinually in the presence of God on our behalf,) 


applying the merits of that death to us, which 
he Gnderwent for vs upon earth. For it is to 
him thus dying, and therefore making interces- 
sion for us, that we are obliged for whatsoever 
we have, or are, or do, that is good: it is he 
that supplies our wants, that resolves our doubts, 
that prevents our fears, that removes our trou- 
bles, and delivers us from seen or unseen dan- 

rs, every day; it is he that restrains the pow- 
er, “abates the pride, assuages the malice,” in- 
fatuates the counsels, and defeats the designs of 
all our enemies; it is by him that our vices are 
subdued, and our hearts cleansed, that our sins 
are forgiven, and our persons justitied ; that our 
prayers are answered, our services accepted, our 
natufe sanctified, and our souls saved ; it is all 
by him, and by him only. He is our Prophe: 
to instruct and teach us, he is our King to govern 
and protect us, he is our High Priest to make 
atonement and reconciliation for us. Insomuch, 
that: without him we can do nothing, but by him 
there is nothing but we can do; as the apostle 
found by experience, saying, ‘* I can do all things 
through Christ, which strengtheneth me.”” When 
we are in trouble, and ready to sink under it, i! 
is he who supports our spirits, and carries us 
with patience and comfort through it. When 
we are in straits, and know not which way to 
take, it is he who guides us by his counsel, and 
directs us by his Holy Spirit, to what is most 
for his glory and our good. When we are as- 
saulted with temptations, it is he who stands by 
us, and gives us power to resist and conquer 
them. When our passions are turbulent and 
unruly, it is he who reduces them to order, and 
brings our minds into frame again. When we 
are heavy laden with the burden of our sins, it 
is he who gives rest and quiet to our souls. 
When we are at our devotions, it is he who as- 
sists and perfumes them with the incense of his 
own merits.—Bishop Beveridge. 


SABBATH UNION. 

The American and Foreign Sabbath Union 
held its annual meeting for business at the old 
South Chapel, Boston, on the 24th ult., and an 
abstract of the annual report was read. From 
it, is appears, that the secretary in the prosecu- 
tion of his efforis for the promotion of the uni- 
versal observance of the Sabbath, has travelled 


more than twenty thousand miles, and through| 


seventeen different states, and more than eight 
thousand miles during the past year. ‘There 
have been fifteen general Sabbath conventions ; 
eight of them have been state conventions, and 
attended by from one to five hundred delegates. 
One of them was a national convention, at 
which were arore than seventeen hundred dele- 
gates, and from eleven different states; the lar- 
gest delegated meeting, it is Pelieved, that has 
ever been held on any subject, in the United 
States. ‘The venerable John Quincy Adams 
presided, and Harmer Denny, late member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania, acted as secretary. 
On leaving the convention, Mr: Adams said. 
‘Tf it was true, that there existed a solid foun-| 
dation for the remark, which had been alluded 
to, of the late lamented Duponceau, that the 
American nation was distinguished above all 
other nations of the earth, for its profound re- 
verence fur, and its general observance of, the 
Sabbath ; he hoped that the result of the present 
convention, would greatly increase such evidence 
of its true glory.” 
' "Phe remarks of Duponceau, which Mr. Ad- 
ams referred to, had just been read, in an ad- 
dress which had been adopted, and which, as 
president of the convention he had signed, to 
the people of the United States; anid was as 
follows, viz:—‘* It was the remark of one of 
the ablest and purest of those foreigners who 
came to our aid in the days of revolutionary pe- 
sil, and who made his home, and recently his 
grave, among us, the late venerable Duponceau. 
of Philadelphia, that of all we claimed as cha- 
racteristic, our observance of the Sabbath is the 
only one truly national and American, and for 
this cause, if for no other, he trusted it would 
never lose its hold on our affections and patriot- 
iem. It was a noble thought, and may well 
‘mingle with higher and nobler motives to stimu- 
Jate our efforts and encourage our hopes. And 
while it is the glory so eagerly coveted by other 
nations that they may be pre-eminent in con 
‘quests and extended rule, let us gladly accept it 
as our distinction, and wear it as the fairest of 
‘all that grace our escutcheon, that we pre-emi- 
nently honour the Sabbath and the Sabbath’s 
Lord.” 


Kong Sabbaih Union. And could a union be! 


formed of the friends of the Sabbath in every 
country, and. some good Sabbath manual be put 
into every family, exhibiting the great ends 
which the Divine Being had in view in the esta- 
blishmentof the Sabbath, and the reasons why 


‘| all men should observe it; and should all good 


men, in all departments of business, set an ex- 
ample of remembering that day, and keeping it 
holy, it would be the means of unspeakable 
good to the world. | 


‘| On more than 1,200 miles of railroad, the 


running of the cars is confined to six days in a 
seek ; and more than 80,000 miles of Sabbath 
breaking mails, within a few years, have been 
stopped. And what were stopped at one time, 
saved to the Post Office department, more than 
$60,000 a year. Several canal companies have 


markets have been abolished, and various steain- 
boats have ceased to run on the Sabbath. 

Yet many steamboats and canal boats continue 
to run, and some too that are owned by profes- 
sors of religion. While the owners are in the 
house of God, and apparently worshipping him, 
their workmen are, by their direction, on board 
their boats, and, in violation of his commands, 
engaged in secular business on that holy day. 
Well may he ask, ** what hast thou to do to tread 
my courts, whilst thou art employed also at the 
same time in breaking my commands What 
a man does by the agency of another, he is re- 
sponsible for, as if done by himself. And should 
al the business of the nation be confined to six 
days in a week, the only time which God has 
made or given to men for secular concerns, or 
which they have any right to take for that pur- 
pose, and should all the people of the country 
devote the Sabbath to the conscientious discharge 
of its appropriate duties, it would do more to 
promote all the great interests of the nation, than 
all the mere political changes that can ever be 
accomplished. And the universal circulation of 
the ** PERMANENT SABBATH DocuMENT,’ it is be- 
lieved, would do much to accomplish that object. 
Wherever it has gone it has been received with 
great favour, and it is spoken of in terms of high 
approbation. 


THE SABBATH. 

We rejoice to see the great efforts which are 
being made in the United States and elsewhere, 
to render effective the Divine injunction to 
**keep holy the Sabbath day ;”’ and we hope 
that the day may arrive when obedience to the 
command will be universal. It would seem to 
be almost as essential to the health of the physi- 
cal system, that it should have rest from labour 
every seventh day, as it is that it should repose 
at‘hight; and it becomes a moral and religious 
people to devote that day of rest to the service 
of their Creator. ‘This should not only be en- 
joined from the pulpits, but impressed by pa- 
rents and others upon the minds of those young 
people who may be in their charge. ‘I'he streets 
on Sabbath days, in our large cities, exhibit 
woful negligence in this particular, as is testified 
by the assemblages of youths, who collec! 
together to spend their time in idleness and pro- 
fanity. ‘The following extract of a letter, re- 
ceived by a friend in this city, from the Rev. 
Justin Edwards, D. D., of Boston, furnishes the 
cheering evidence that the effor's to promote a 


confined to this country alone, but that lands 
sitting far away beneath the Eastern sky are 
raising the cry, ** give us the Sabbath.”’ 

Dr. Edwards says, ‘I received a letter yes- 
terday from Hong Kong, in China, saying that 
the Governor had ordered all the labourers on 
the public works to stop labour on the Sabbath, 


‘ Sabbath Association’ in China, and were 
wishing for copies of all our * Sabbath publica- 
tions’ to be sent out to them.” | 

THE RECORDING ANGEL. 

How differently would every minister preach, 
and every hearer listen to the solemn messages 
of the gospel, were each fully conscious that 
the recording angel was present writing down 


and hearer! We live in a material world, and 
dwell in material bodies, and are conversan! 
with material objecis, and yet we are surround- 
ed on all sides with the spiritual world, and 
doubtless walk daily in the midst of spiritual 
beings, who are invisible spectators of all we do. 


“« Millions of spiri ual creatures walk the earth, 
Both when we wake and when we sleep.” 


And if God makes his argels ministering 
spirits to them who shall be heirs of salvation, 
and if the great adversary of men, the devil, 
goeth about like a roaring lion seeking whom 


is ground enough to believe in the invisible pre- 
sence, both of good and evil angels, who are 
deeply interested spectators of all the transac- 
tions which concern the redemption and salva- 
tion of men. On this supposition, Whitfield 
once made a deep and solemn impression on his 
auditory, by calling on Gabriel, the recording 
angel, to stop and delay his return to heaven. 
till he had seen the effect of his discourse. I: 
was on this wise. Mr. Whitfield was preach- 
ing to an immense assembly at Edinburgh. 
Towards the close of his discourse, he stopped 
and was silent. Afier a solemn pause, he 
thus addressed his numerous auditors: 

‘The attendant angel is just about to leave 
the threshold and ascend to heaven. 
he ascend and not bear with him the news of 
one sinner, among all this multitude, reclaimed 
from the error of his ways?’’ ‘I’o give the 
greater effect to this exclamation, he stamped 
with his foot, lifted up his hands and eyes to hea- 
ven, and with gushing tears cried aloud, ‘+ Stop, 
Gabriel! stop, Gabriel! Stop, ere you enter 
the sacred portals, and yet carry with you the 
news of one sinner converted to God.’ Ile 
then in the most simple, but energetic language, 
described what he called a dying Saviour’s love 
to sinful man, so that almost the whole assem- 
bly **melied into tears.”” ‘This address, says 
the narrator, was accompanied with such ani- 
mated, yet natural action, that it surpassed any 
thing Lever saw or heard in any other preacher. 
—N. Evangelist. 


The occasion on which Duponceau uttered 
the above sentiment, and the effect of it on 
those who heard him, are worthy of distinct no- 
tice. A project had been stated in the city 
where he lived, for the opening on the Sabbath. 
of a certain reading establishment. Some were 
in favour of it, and others were opposed to it. 
A public meeting wascalled, ‘Those concerned, 
assembled and discussed the subject. Afiter 
others had ex d their opinions, some on 
one side, and some on the other, Duponceau 
arose, and expressed the sentiments above re- 
ferred to. ‘The effect was elecirical. And the 


conclusion was, that the establishment should 
not be opened on the Sabbath. May the same! 


noble and patriotic sentiment echo from heart to 
heart, and from city to city, till not a secular 


reading room shall be opened, or any secular| 


-business.or amusement be pursued on the Sab- 
bath, in any part of our country. Then will 
the wish of the venerable President of the Na- 
tional Sabbath Convention, if the evidence of 
the increasing observance of that day, ** the true 
of the nation,’’ be accomplished. 
A State Sabbath Union has been formed in 
Rhode Island, of Which the Rev. Francis Way- 
tand, D. D., is President. Measures have been 
 giken to put a copy of the “ Permanent Sas- 
DocumENT,’’ into every family in the State. 
‘That ** Document” has been stereotyped at Bos- 
“ton, at New, York, and at Philadelphia; has 
been translated into German, and. arrangements 
pave been made, past year, to put a 
“eopy of it into more si 
Jie It has-also been sent to distinguished men 
this, and in other countries, and to the various 
_ missionary stationsthroughout the world. A quan 
tity of them has been appl 


; qures are in progress for the promotion of a 


4 
— 


xty thousand fami-| 


ied for, and has been: 


HARMONY OF CONSUMPTION AND SUPPLY. 

We are all very punctual and methodi- 
cal in our use of the numberless articles of 
consumption that are included among the 
wants of civilized life; but those who live 
in large towns seldom pause to reflect on 
the wonderful regularity with which they 
are brought to their hands, or on the com- 
motion that would be kicked up if the 
supply, in even one particular should hap- 
pen to fail. Bread, beef, butter, sugar, tea, 
coffee—lobsters and lamp oil, treacle and 
turnips, coal, candles and crockery, smoked 
herrings and dried cod-fish, hickory wood 
and nutmegs—all these and a thousand 
other indispensables are periodically on 
our tables or in our kitchens, with such 
habitual precision, day after day and year 
after year, that the idea rarely occurs to us 
of the immense quantities in which they 
are consumed, and of the almost marvel- 
lous regularity with which they are pur- 
veyed, so as equally to escape superabun- 
dance and scarcity—plethora and atrophy. 

The relation of demand and supply is 
always maintained in most admirable equi- 
poise; as if a universal instinct kept the 
sellers always advised how much would 
be wanted, and the buyers how much 
they would be expected to call for. 

In fact there is probably some rule in 
the case ;—some principle operating, of 
ordinary average, or presumptive proba- 
bility, if one had but the figures to work 
the calculation. 
_cords of crime show, in a given series o 


forwarded‘to Hong Kong, in China; and mea- 


years, so many crimes committed by so 


ordered their Locks to be closed ; a number of 


better observance of God’s holy day, are not} 


and that they were making efforts to form a} 


the whole matter and manner both of preacher| 


he may devour, as the Bible declares, then there} 


And shall). 


many individuals—a fixed per centage of 
criminality, ope year with another, ona 
certain amount of population. And so 
too of accidents. Undoubtedly there is a 
regularity of the same kind in the arrange- 
ment which governs production and con- 
sumption ; something to bring about this 
harmony of result between the ministra- 
tion of the thousands who supply, each 
working independently of all the others, 
and with neither means nor thought of 
ascertaining what the aggregate of supply 
will be, and the wants of so many other 
thousands, each in like manner seeking the 
fulfilment of his own need, without a 
thought of the proportion it may bear to 
the aggregate need of all. And though 
we have treated the subject in a sportive 
vein, there are materials in it for wonder- 
ing and profitable meditation. | 


THE GRAVES OF MARTYRS. 
The kings of old have shrine and tomb, 
In many a minster’s haughty gloom; 
And green, along the ocean side, 
The mounds arise where heroes died ; 
But show me, on thy flow’ry breast, 
Earth! where thy nameless martyrs rest. 


The thousands, that uncheered by praise, 
Flave made one offering of their days; 
For truth, for heaven, for freedom’s sake, 
Resigned the bitter cup to take, 

And silently, in fearless faith 

Bowing the.r noble souls to death, 


Where sleep they, Earth?—by no proud stone 
Their narrow couch of rest is known; 
The still, sad glory of their name 
Hallows no mountain unto fame; 
No—not a tree the record bears 

Of their deep thoughts and lonely prayers. 


Yet haply all around lie strewed 

The ashes of that multitude; 

It may be that each day we tread 

Where those devoted hearts have bled, 

And the young flowers our children sow 

Take root in holy dust below. 

O that the many rustling leaves 
Which round our homes the summer weaves— 
Or that the streams in whose glad voice 

Our own familiar paths rejoice, 

Might whisper through the starry sky, 

To tell where those blest slumberers lie! 
Would not our inmost hearts be stilled, 

With knowledge of their presence filled, 

And by its breathings taught to prize 

The meekness of self sacrifice! 

—But the old woods and sounding waves 

Are silent of those humble graves. 


Yet what if no light footsteps there 
In pilgrim love and awe repair! 

So let it be!—like him whose clay 
Deep buried by his Maker lay, 
They sleep in secret—but their sod 
Unknown to man, is marked of God. 


PROVIDENTIAL FSCAPE OF A CARLIST SOLDIER. 

Spain for some years past, has been literally 
an Aceldama, “a -field of blood.” It would 
seem that a righteous Providence has been vis- 
iting on that beautiful land and noble people, 
the innocent blood shed by the horrible Inqui- 
sition, backed by a Ligoted priest-ridden govern- 
ment. ‘Thay have shed the blood of saints 
and prophets, and the Lord has given them 
blood todrink.” May the blood which speaketh 
better things than that of Abel, be yet sprinkled 
upon them tocleanse away their sins, and con- 
secrate them as a people to the service of God. 

We present the following extract from the 
life of Ramon Monsalvatge, a converted Spanish 
Monk, once a furious Carlist, but now, we trust, 
a meek follower of the Lamb, with a three fold 
object ; first, as exhibiting the horrors of civil 
war; second, as showing the need which Spain 
has of the pure gospel of peace; and lastly, as a 
striking proof of providential care exercised 
toward a man, then a blind Popish bigot, but 
destined, as we believe, to bea chosen instrument 
of good to his fellow men, and of glory to God. 


Thirty-six miles distant from the East- 
ern Pyrenees, was a pretty little town, 
named Ripoll, situated between two rivers, 
and surrounded by two fortifications, con- 
taining 2800 souls, and famed for its manu- 
facture of fire-arms. In 1838 the Count 
of Spain presented himself before it with 
10,000 men, and besieged it during fifteen 
days. The town was defended by 200 
soldiers, besides the militia. There was 
alsoa numerous company of young wo- 
men, armed with lances, who fought cour- 
ageously, to protect themselves from out- 
Tages, which they remembered but too 
well having been subjected to in 1837, 
when the town surrendered to General 
Orbistondo. Notwithstanding the active 
resistance of the besieged, who twice re- 
pulsed the enemy, the town became the 
the prey of the Carlists at the third assault. 
Then Don Carlos, acting as Nero might 
have done, exclaimed, *“ My brave sol- 
diers, all is yours! do not even spare the 
sucking babes; cut them in pieces! All 
you do will be right; and the one who 
will have mercy and spare one inhabitant 
shall immediately be shot.”? These words 
electrified the army, who instantly scaled 
the town walls, | 

The besieged took refuge in a large 
church, but in vain; the only persons who 
were.saved, were a few women, who had 
fled into a very small church. All the 
rest perished ; neither the hoary heads of 
the aged, the tears of the females, nor t!e 
cries of infancy, were sufficient to arrest 
the tigers in their career of destruction. 
Women were first dishonoured, then de- 
stroyed by the sword: fathers were spar- 
ed until they had witnessed the dishonour 
of their daughters, and then murdered 
with them. And when the general had 
witnessed the whole of these atrocious 
acts of cruel imitation of Nero’s, he or- 
dered fire to be set at the four corners of the 
unfortunate town, which was entirely de- 
stroyed. Even this awful destruction 
could not satisfy the barbarous propensi- 
ty of General Don Carlos; even in sight 
of the smoke of the burning town, he ex- 
claimed to his soldiers, * Come on, my 
men, and follow your general, he will 
again conduct you to victory, and, with 
the same bravery, Moya will be yours.’’ 
... Alas! whata victory! It was again 
an opportunity of shedding blood. Moya 
was a small town like Ripoll, and at the 
distance of sixty miles; the general had 
premeditated to destroy it, aud he loved 
to accomplish his designs, however cruel 
they might be. 

Moya was taken, though not without 


It is said that the “i 


much effort on the part of its inhabitants; 


| 


to save it. The same scenes of cruelty 
were perpetrated as far as the regular ar- 
my were concerned ; the inhabitants were 
spared theif lives, but nothing else. He 
made them all go out of the town, and 
gave the order to set it on fire. When 
the flames were raging, and had already 
destroyed three-fourths of the residences 
of the unfortunate inhabitants, touched by 
the cries and supplication of the unhappy 
population, our commander ordered us to 
quench the devouring element, and though 
at last we succeeded in doing so, yet it be- 
came impossible to save even one house 
entire. 
_ This destruction of Moya puts me in 
mind of an event that occurred to me, 
which proves in a remarkable manner, the 
special protection of my divine Father, 
and the design he had that I should be 
spared to work one day in his vineyard. 

About fifteen days after the destruction 
of Moya, and while nearly nine miles dis- 
tant from it, whilst we were every instant 
expecting the army of our enemies, my 
company was designated to be on the 
watch in advance of our army. I fulfilled 
my duty, and not having discovered any 
traces of the enemy, I directed my compa- 
ny back towards our camp. On our way 
we had to pass through the unfortunate 
town of Moya, in which I tarried with my 
servaut, having given charge of the com- 
pauy tothe corporal. I hurried not, be- 
lieving the enemy yet far distant. Ween- 
tered what had been the inn, and where 
now there was only one room, in which 
were a few wretched chairs, and a broken 
table, and a closet hidden merely by a cur- 
tain. Whilst my servant was helping the 
good woman to prepare my supper in an- 
other room, spared by the late conflagra- 
tion in another house, she perceived that 
the town was filling rapidly with the sol- 
diers of the Queen. She immediately 
gave me notice df it, and advised me to 
escape as quickly as I could. I did not 
believe the woman, having but the- night 
previous, gone over the whole neighbour. 
hood, without having perceived even the 
least sign of anenemy. However, seeing 
she persisted in her assertion, and begged 
that I would assure myself of the truth of 
her words, I went to the window. 

But what was my surprise and terror, 
when as far as I could see, my sight en- 
countered the enemy’s soldiers! Imme- 
diately turning round, I addressed her 
with. much earnestness: “ Madam, my 
life is in your hands, hide me in some cor- 
ner, and do not hesitate to open the door.”’ 
“ Sir,”’ said she, not less frightened than I 
was, “how can I hide you any where? 
This room is all that remains of my form- 
er spacious home; your party have burnt 
the whole.” TI renewed my demand with 
iinpatience, and, being in the greatest anx- 
iety, I even threatened her life ; but hav- 
ing no other resource, I placed myself in 
the clothes press, and said to her, * Be- 
ware, Madam! my company know that 
Iam here, and, if you betray me, they 
will surely take revenge on you. If, on 
the coutrary, you try your best to save me, 
you shall be recompensed.’’ I had hardly 
done speaking when some one knocked at 
the door, and eleven soldiers of Christina 
entered the room. It is utterly imposible 
to express the state of mind in which 
I was then. MethoughtI saw the enemy 
as though there had been no curtain be- 
tween us, 

The first thing they inquired was if the 
woman had seen any Carlists, to which 
she answered very composedly in the ne- 
gative. They asked for food and drink, 
and, whilst these were being prepared. 
they mourned over the misfortunes of the 
town of Moya, in which we were, and 
which had been burnt by my own party. 
I feared that the woman, meeting with 
sympathy on her lamented loss, would be- 
tray me to them; and my dread was so in- 
tense, that an abundant cold sweat ran 
down my body, which trembled as in a 
severe fit of fever-chill. I lifted my eyes 
towards heaven, at least I thought I did, 
and said, “Oh! thrice holy mother of our 
Lord! Virgin Protectress! have mercy 
on me! If thou deignest keep me from 
harm, and if I ever become a priest, | 
promise to consecrate to thee three masses 
yearly. Oh! blessed Virgin Mary, I will 
say four, even if I never become a priest,’’ 
(and this I afterwards faithfully performed 
at Besangon,) “remember me, O! good 
Mother! and do not permit me to fall into 
the hands of my enemies, who are also 
thine.’? I prayed thus all the time, and, 
not only to Mary, but to every saint 1 
could think of, and whose name was pre- 
sented to my memory. | 


This I wish to relate here, that the 
glory of God might be the more effectual- 
ly apparent in my case, showing from 
what depths of real idolatry I have been 
brought to the blessed light of the truth as 
itis in Jesus. If God Almighty whom I 
forgot to implore, had also forgotten ine, 
unworthy as I was of his notice and com- 
passionate mercy, what could have become 
ofme? And of what avail might have 
been all the prayers that I addressed to 
beings who had only been mortal sinners 
like myself? Does not St. Paul tell us, 
that there is but one mediator between 
God and m:n, our blessed Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ? (1 Tim. ii. 5.) But I could 
only address those who I had been taught 
to believe could help me; the true source 
of blessings I knew not, or, if I did 
know his name, it was only through a 
crowd of other intercessors’ names, and 
I never addressed myself directly to 
Him. Notwithstanding, I was saved, not 
by those to whom my prayers were ad- 
dressed, but by the divine protection of 
Him who gives and takes away life at his 
pleasure, and always for good purposes. 
Yes, O! heavenly Father! thou alone kept 


me safe in that imminent danger, and 


thou only canst protect me through good 
orevil. O! God Almighty! grant that I 
may be thankful to thee with all my heart. 


God did indeed watch over me, and 
this was the way in which he permitted 
that I should be saved from danger of my 
life for thattime. A quarter of an hour 
after they had come in, the soldiers of the 
Queen Christina left the room. Fifteen 
minutes is a short space of time, and yet 
it was to me almostinterminable. I coun- 
ted each second with extreme anxiety. 
When I. saw them go out, my agitation 
became less intolerable, and very soon the 
servant was the only person in the room. 
Whilst doing her work, she had taken the 
precaution not to turn her eyes towards 
the side of the room where I was hid, and 
she continued to do so, until the arrival 
of her mistress, who had seen the soldiers 
out of the street, so as to be more sure. 
She came to me full of joy and said, “ Sir, 
youcan go now without fear.”? O, what 


relief! what a joyful sensation I expe- 
rienced! It was so great and so sudden, 
that, in coming out of my hiding place, I 
lost my senses. The two women took 
every care of me, and broughtmeto. As 
soon as I had come to my senses, I prepa- 
red to leave them. After having express- 
ed my gratitude for their kind attention, I 
offered to them all the valuables I had with 
me, namely my gold watch and my purse, 
though unfortunately this last was not 
well filled. I asked for my man servant, 
but, alas! what a deplorable end had he 
met with! A few steps from the door 
we found one of his hands, and we soon 


learnt that his whole body had been cut] 


in pieces. When I ascertained the fact, I 
suddered, my sight grew dim, and it seem- 
ed as if a thick cloud was over my eyes; 
my whole body was instantly covered with 
large red lumps,and again I lost my senses. 

There was no time to be lost, and the 
women again brought me back with affec- 
tionate care; but I had experienced a 
great change in my spirits. Notwithstan- 
lng my great weakness, I was in haste to 
leave the place as quietly as I could, and. 
with extraordinary exertion, I reached the 
spot where my company had taken refuge. 
They were all greatly astonished to see 
me, for they supposed that I had been cut 
tu pieces. 


Tell me, reader, was it not God who} 
Ah! his mercy alone}. 


watched over one ? 
could do it, for what was I? A wretched 
sinner, continually offending him, and 
shedding the blood of my fellows. How 


much do I owe to that merciful Saviour !). 


But continue with me the course of my 
life, and we will see that his arm upheld 
me in the midst of many dangers. 


MOHAMMEDAN PERSECUTION. 

An act of the most wanton and barbar- 
ous character was perpetrated on a na- 
tive Coptic Christian at Damietta. This 
person was accused of having spoken 
slightly of the Mohammedan religion, and 
on the fact having been made known to 
the populace, they collected around him, 
gave him five hundred lashes, paraded 
himenaked throngh the streets mounted 
on a buffalo, with two dead dogs and a 
pig attached to his legs and shoulders, and. 
afterwards beat him until he expired un- 
der t@e effect of the punishment. The 
European consuls have taken it up strong- 
ly, but the punishment inflicted on the 
principals has been limited to a five years’ 
iucarceration in the Castle of Aboukir. 

THE BIBLE IN COLLEGES. 

Rev. Dr. Humphrey, who has been the 
President of Ainherst College since the 
year 1823, until his late resignation, stated, 
at the inauguration of his successor, that 
the institution during that time, had en- 
joyed seven special revivals of religion ; 
aud that no class had yet graduated, with- 
out passing through one or more of these 
refreshings from on high. Of seven hun- 
dred and sixty-five students who had 
graduated, four hundred were now in the 
ministry, or in a state of preparation for 
it—one hundred of whom were settled as 
pastors in that State, thirty were foreign 
missionaries, and the others were scattered 
through seventeen States of the Union. 

These facts illustrate the importance, 
in seats of learning, of systematic religious 
instruction, drawn directly from the Bible, 
the fountain of unmingled truth and purity. 
This College has from its infancy honoured 
the Book of God above all other books, 
not only by using it at morning and eve- 
ning public devotions, but by employing 
it regularly as a text book for careful study 
and recitation in all the classes. How 
long will it be ere the period arrive, in 
which thase who believe in the tremen- 
dous realities of Revelation, and who oc- 
cupy the highest seats of moral influence, 
shall generally proceed with their charge 
under the full impression, that without 
the moral image of God, the mightiest 
human intellect can be nought but mighti- 
est rebellion and suffering forever? And 
how long will it be ere all who aspire to 
be truly great among men, shall, like Sir 


Mathew Hale, Sir William Jones, Sir}. 


Isaac Newton, and others, who have stood 
at the head of human kind, Gount it their 
highest honour and privilege to commune 
through His Word, with the Inrinire 
Source of all greatness and intelligence? 


IMPORTANT DISCOVERY IN MANUFACTURING 
IRON. 


Mr. W. C. Green, of New Jersey, at the 


Boston iron works, has made an improve-|. 


ment in the process of puddling the iron 
from the pig to the bar. Instead of using 
the pig iron, which costs about $35 the 
ton, he is enabled to use a large portion of 
the ore which costs but $2.50 per ton, by 
which he effects,in labour and material, 
a saving of more than 33 per cent., and he 
gives a far better quality of iron than that 
which is obtained from the pig; as much 
better in appearance as China is better 
than earthenware. Mr. Green’s secret 
consists chiefly in mixing a. composition 
with his ore, and while in a modern state, 
by which the carbon is more rapidly ex- 
hausted than it is under the old process, 
aud the iron is thus, in half the time, left 
tougher and finer. 


TO DESTROY FLLES.. 

A correspondent of the Cincinnati 
Chronicle gives the following :—lIt is per- 
haps not generally known that black pep- 
per (not red) is a poison for many insects. 
The following simple mixture is the best 
destroyer of the common house fly :—take 
equal portions of fine black pepper, fresh 
ground, and sugar, say enough of each to 
cover a ten cent piece; moisten and mix 
well with a spoonful of milk, (a little cream 
is better) keep that in your room and you 
will keep down your flies. One advan- 
tage over other poisons is that it injures 
nothing else ; and another, that the flies 
seek the air; and never die in the house— 
the windows being open. 


CHINESE COLLECTION. 
- John R. Peters, Jr., arrived at New York, 
on Tuesday morning, in the ship Bazaar 
from China, with the largest collection of 
Chinese curiosities ever brought to this 
country, and the only one in the world ex- 
cept Dunn’s, which is now in London. 
We understand, says the New York Ex- 
press, that the Emperor of China has writ- 
ten a letter to the President of the United 
States, which fills a paper six feet long, 
and about three feet wide, in two langua- 
ges, the Chimese and Manchon, with the 
signature of the Emperor in the centre. 
The manuscript was enclosed in a silk case. 
It was intended to be sent out by Mr. Pe- 
ters, but the translation was not ready 
when the Bazaay sailed. | 


SUBSTITUTE FOR A BATH. 

The following plan was adopted by Sir 
Astley Cooper during many years of his 
life, and is worthy the example of those 
who cannot enjoy the blessing of bathing 
in their own houses: _ 

“Immediately on rising from bed, and 
having all previously ready, take off your 
night dress, then take up from your earthen 
pan of two gallons of water,a towel, quite 
wet, but not dropping; begin at your head 
rubbing hair and face, and neck and ears 
well; then wrap yourself behind and before, 
from neck to chest, your arms, and every 
portion of your body. Remand your tow- 
el into the pan, charge it afresh with wa- 
ter, and repeat once all I have mentioned, 
excepting the head, unless that be in a 
heated state, when you may do so, and 
with advantage. Three minutes will now 
have elapsed. Throw your towel into the 
pan, and then proceed, with two coarse dry 
long towels, to scrub your head, and face, 
and body front and rear, when four min- 
utes willhave you ina glow; then wash 
and hard rub your feet, brush your hair, 
and complete your toilette; and trust me 
that this will give a new zest to your 
existence. <A mile of walking may be ad- 
ded with advantage.’’ 


AGRICULTURAL. 


To Improve Poor Lanp.—We make 
the following extract from a long article 
in the last Cultivator, written by Gideon 
B. Smith, Esq., of Baltimore :— 

Having properly grubbed, drained and 
mixed the soil, the next thing to be done 
is to ascertain the quality of the whole. 
It most probably wants time to make it 
complete. ‘Take a handful here and there 
from the whole field, say twenty handsful 
in all; mix them well together ; then take 
a handful from the whole mixture, put it 
upon a shovel and heat it red hot, then take 
it from the fire and let it cool ; when cool 
pulverize it into a fine powder, and pour 
it upon good cider vinegar; dilute muria- 
tic acid is best, but vinegar, if good, will 
do ; if it foams considerably you want no 
lime in the soil; and if it does not foam 
then apply lime. Nearly all the land in 
the middle States wants lime, and is bene- 
fitted by its application. If it wants no 
lime, then go to work as follows : —Plough 
in the fall with the deepest working 
plough you can afford. In the spring sow 
corn broadcast; and as soon as it is as 
high as you can well turn under with a 
good plough and two or three horse team, 
turn it under well, and immediately sow 
corn again broadcast; and as soon as that 
is high enough to turn under, turn that al- 
so with a deep working plough. Gene- 
rally you may turn under three crops in 
the same season. In the fall plough deep- 
ly in turning the last crop of corn under, 
harrow and seed with wheat. However 
poor your land may have been, you may 
be sure of a good crop of wheat the en- 
suing harvest. In sowing the corn, about 
three to four bushels should be sown to 
the acre each crop. ‘ 

If, by the trial above described, you find 
yourland requires lime, then, before the first 
ploughing, apply twenty bushels of slack- 
ed lime to the acre, broadcast, then plough 
as before directed, sow the corn, and pro- 
ceed as before, taking care to sow twenty 
bushels of lime before turning under each 
crop of corn; sow the lime on the corn as 
it stands, and turn corn and lime in to- 
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gether. In this way, a first rate soil may 
be made out of the poorest old field in 
Maryland or any where.else ; and it will 
be observed that the only cost is in the 
liming and value of the seed corn, except 
the labour. Those who cannot afford to 
spend so much labor and money the first 
season, can extend the time over several 
seasons, applying say twenty or thirty 
bushels of lime to the acre, and turning 
under but one crop of corn each year. 


OARDMAN ON HIGH CHURCH EPISCOPACY.— 
Cheap Edition.—Recently published, in 1 vol. 12mo, 
Price, in half cloth, 75 cents, 

The PrRevaticaL DocTRinE OF THE APOSTOLICAL Suc 
cession Examinep A DELINEATION OF THE Hich 
Cuurcnu System. By the Rev. H. A. Buardman, D. D, Pastor 
of the Tenth Presbyterian church, Philadelphia. 

Contents. —High-Church of the 
Question—The Argument from Scripture—'lhe Historica! 
Argument—The Snecession tested by facts—The ‘True 
Succession—Characteristies and Tendencies uf the High 
Church System: The Rule of Faith—The Church put in 
Christ's place—The System at variance with the general] 
tone of the New Testament—Tendency of the System to 
aggrandize the Prelat:cal clergy; and to substitute a ritnal 
religion for true Christianity—Intulerance of the System— 
[he Schismatical tendency of the System—Aspect of the 
System towerds inquiring Sinners—Conclusion. 

WILLIAM S. MARTIEN, 
may 31 No. 37 South Seventh St. Philadelphia. 


AND RICE’S DEBATE —Just received 
a further supply of the Debate between the Rev. A, 
Campbell and the Rev. N. L. Rice, on Christian Baptism, 
Conversion, and Sanctification, and Ecclesiastical Creeds, 
with a large supply of Theological and Miscellaneous Books.) 
for sale low by WM. 8S. MARTIEN, 
may 17 No. 37 Sonth Seventh street, Philadelphia. 
EMOVAL—Goopwin & Denusis, respect- 
fully inform their friends and the public, that they 
have removed to No. 54 South Eleventh street, above Chest- 
nut, Philadelphia, where they are prepared to manufacture 
and insert Artificial Teeth on the most improved principles 
and tu attend to all the branches of their profession. 
They refer to Wm. Harris, M.D., S. McClellan, M. D., 
and R. M. Patterson, M. D Philadelphia. may 24—6t 


EW POST OFFICE LAW.—Thin French Letter Pa 
per, of superior quality, suitable for the new Post 
Office law. Just received and for sale low hb 
HOGAN & THOMPSON, 
Foreign and American Stationers, 
may 31 No. 108 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 


NERIES No. [L—NEW AND BEAUTIFUL SERIES 
OF CHILDREN’S TRACTS.—Just published by the 
American Sunday School Union. Series No. Il., of twen- 
ty-four attractive little books, of four pages each, with a 
a neat and appropriate cut. 
ing are the titles of this series. ‘The titles of No. 1, were 
given in our last. 

All the World on Stilts.—Signs.—Fourth Commandment 
Broken.—Little Jane—A Deed of Love-—The Lurking 
Enemy, or the Safest Place in the Cage.-—The Grocery 
Ruined Him.—Harvest Close upon Seed-time —What is it 
fora Child to Know the Seriptures.—Going Apprentice.— 
Pull it up by the Root.—The Fish which Brought Money 
to Christ —Daily Mercies.—Death of Little Mary.—The 
Fruitless Fig Tree or New Year's Thoughts —The Great 
Cana', or all Have Something to do.—T he Bible is True. 
The Home Made Boy.—The Baby is with God.—'The Wise 
Man.—The Traveller's Prayer.—Give us this day our Daily 
Bread.—The Flower Beds —Parental Anxiety. 

For sale at the Depository, No. 146 Chestnut st. Philad. 

may 3 


OLLER ACADEMY.—It is believed that few Semina-| 


4 ries in the country possess such ample means of instruc- 
tion as Loller Academy, situated in Hathborough, Mont- 
gomery county, Pennsylvania. Every opportunity which 
the student need desire for improvement, is here placed be- 
fore him. ‘The chastening ,influence of the sexes upon each 
other, is happily blended with sound mental and mora! 
discipline. ‘I'he subscriber unites long experience with un- 
tiring zeal in his profession, in endeavouring to sustain the 
high repytation of this time honoured Institution. A tho- 
rough preparation fur college or business, and strict atten- 
tion to the formation of habits, will be as fully seeured asin 
the more expensive schools, Stage coaches daily pass to 
and from Philadelphia, which is but fifteen miles distant. 

The summer term will commence on the 14th of April. 
Expenses per quarter, for board, tuition, books, and station- 
ery $28 in advance. 

Rererences.—Rev. Dr. William A. McDowell, Rev. M. 
B. Hope, Rev. John L. Grant, Mr. J. P. Englesa, Hon, Cal 
vin Blythe, Ovid F. Johnson, E.sq., Philadelphia. 

march 29—3m* SAMUEL CROSSGROVE, Principal 


es REFLECTIONS. —Reflections on the ill- 
ness and death of a beloved daughter. By the late 
Rev. George Lawsun, D. D., Selkirk. 32mo price 20 cenis 
A work of deep and touching interest to bereaved parents 
Just published and for sate at the store of the Presbyteri- 
an Board of Publicauon, corner of George and Seventh sts. 
Philadelphia. 
may 24 JOSEPH P. ENGLES, Publishing Agent. 
Ww. COLTON, Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Teas 
- and Family Groceries, No. 91 South Eighth street, be 
low Wainut, and South-west corner of Arch and Tenth sts 
Philadelphia. Constantly on hand the finest quality o1 
Green and Black Teas of the latest importations, by the 
chest, half chest, or smal! quantity, at the lowest cash prices. 
Just received, a supply of old Government Java, genuine 
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Mocha, and Sumatra Coffee, for sale low by the bag, or re- 
tail, april 5 | 


| YOUNG. LADIES’ SEMINARY, Mon- 
mouth county, New Jersey.—A. Ricnuarpson, A. M., 
minary will open and commence its first 
session on the 7th of May next, and is designed to afford 
young ladies a thorough discipline in the solid and orna- 
mental branches of education, and to connect the attainment 
of sound learning and refined accomplishments with religi- 
ous influences. ‘The members of the Seminary wil! consti- 
tute a family, under the immediate and entire supervision 
of Mr.and Mrs. Richardson, who enter upon their duties 
with the advantage of successful experience. 

The elegant and commodious buildings of the Seminary 
are entirely new, and have been erected for the express 
pa -pose of a permanent Female Boarding School of the first 
class. ‘The situation is healthful and pleasant, easily acces- 
sible, daily, from New York and Philadelphia. 

Teams.—For pupils under twelve years of age $80 per 
session. Overtwelve $90. ‘This is in full for tuition in all 
the English and Classical studies, for board, fuel. lights, and 
washing. ‘The only extras will be for Instrumenial Music, 
French, and Drawing. Pupils will not be required to pro- 
vide any articles of furniture. 

Circulars may be obtained in New York at Shepard’s. } 
Broad way ; Lockwood's, 411 do.; at Robert Carter's Book- 
store, Canal street, and at the Depository of the Presbyteri- 
an Board of Publication, Brick Church Chapel, and in Phila- 
de!phia, at the Booksiore of the Presbyterian Board of Pub- 
lication, corner of Seventh and George streets. 

The subscribers, believing that Freehold is a location pe- 
culiarly favourable for a Young Ladies’ Boarding School, 
erected during the past season, at their own expense, spaci- 
ous and elegant buildings for the purpose, and being fully 
satisfied ourselves as to the qualifications of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richardson to conduct the school, have great confidence in 
commending it to the attention of parents who are about 
selecting a school to which to send their daughters; and ex- 

ress our deliberate conviction that in no respect will it 

second to any Young Ladies’ Seminary in New Jersey. 

For generai information respecting the school, the sub- 
scribers refer t0 Rev. Drs. Spring, Alexander, Phillips, and 
Brigham, of New York ; and to Drs. Jones, Cuyler, and John 
McDowell, Philadelphia. 

D. V. McLean, Pastor of the Village Ch. 


Joun Esq., 


march 22—tf Tomas G. Haicur, Esq. 


M OF JEREMIAH EVARTS —Just published 
4 and for sale by Perkins & Purves, No. 10 South 
Fifth street, Philadelphia, Memoir of the Life of Jeremiah 
Evaris, E'sq., late Cr rresponding Secretary of the American 
aoe of Commissioners fur Foreign Missions. By E. C. 

racy. 

Anprews’ Casar —C. Julius Cxsar’s Commentaries on 
the Gallic War; with a Dictionary and Notes. By Professor 
E.A Andrews. 

Woop's Borany.—A Class-book of Botany, designed for 
Colleges, Academies, and other Seminaries where the sci- 
ence is taught. In two parts — Part I. The Elements of Bo- 
tanical Science. Part il. ‘The Natural Orders, illustrated 
by a Flora of the northern United States, particularly New 
England and New York. By Alphonso Wood, A. M. 

may 24—2t 


ENUINE AMERICAN POETRY.—Poems by Wm. 

W. Lord, 1 vol. 12mo, elegantly printed, illuminated 
cover, 75 cents. This volume 1s a collection of Poems, di- 
dactic and lyric, varying in meire as in topics, and diaplay- 
ing versatility and power of a very high order. They are 
the creation of a richly endowed genins; a young genitle- 
man whose first appearance in the world of Jetters wall be 


greeted with warm and venerous approval, at home and 
abroad. The leading poem ‘*On Worship,’’ “ A Hymn to 
Niagara,” and a Meditation on the “Sky,” are didactic 
poems of the loftiest character. 

Pvems by Amelia, (Mrs. Welby, of Louisville) 8vo—2.50. 
Alnwick Castle, and other Poems, by Fitz Greene Halleck, 
12mo. New Editions of Longfellow’s Voices of the Night. . 
Conversations on the old Poets, &c. The most extensive 
assortment of Poetical Works; Works on the Fine Aris, 
and literature genesaily,in plain and fine bindings, always 
for sale at APPLETON'S, 

may 31 148 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 


ULIUS A. FAY’S BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS. 
This Sehool was opened on Monday, May 5th, at 
the beautiful country seat known by the name of “ ‘l'une 
CuHATEAU,” about half a mile west of Elizabethtown, New 
Jersey. ‘The location has been selected alter many and 
careful inquiries and much observation, and, for the ob- 
ject in view, cannot be surpassed. [tis central, and acces- 
sible from all points, being on ‘he great thoroughfare be- 
tween Philadelphia and New York, twelve miles from the 
latter city, and ina town remarkable for its healthfulness 
and rural scenery, and lorg famed for the moral, religious, 
and literary characier of its inhabitants. It is the intentiwn 
of Mr. Fay to make this school one of commanding excel- 
lence. For this purpose every thing will be arranged with 
the design of advancing the physical, moral, and intellectual 
improvement of his pupils; and at the same time, also, their 
comfort and happiness will claim his particular attention. 

Having engaged in the profession of teaching as the one 
most congenial to his taste, and having pursued it steadily 
for the last twelve years, he hopes to give entire sa‘isfaction 
to all parents who may place their sons under his care. 

Tuition, (including French,) board, washing, bedding, and 
fuel, per annum, I 

Being unknown to a large portion of those upon whom he 
will depend for support, Mr. Fay deems it but just to him- 
self, and respectful to them, to submit the following testi- 
monials: 

From the late Dr. GrirFin, who resigned the Presidency of 
Williams College in 1826, 

“Julius A. Fay, who graduated at Williams College in 
1833, 1s a young gentleman of superior talents and scho'ar- 
ship. He sustains an excellent moral character. and is re- 
gurded as a man of piety. He has been engaged in teach- 
ing with decided credit tqahimself, and I can recommend — 
him to parents who may have sons to piace under his charge. 

, D. Grirrin, 
Late President of Williams Cullege.” 
“ Newark, N. J., May 15, 1837.” 
of Lafayette 


From the Kev. Dr. Yeomans, late President 
College, Pennsylvania, 

“Mr. Julius A Fay, who is about to open a boarding 
school for boys in Elizabethiown, N. J, is a gentleman of 
superior qualifications lorsuch a station His talents, edu- 
cauion, and experience in teaching, have secured for him 
the highest esteem of all who knew him. Soon after leavy- 
ing college he acquired a high reputation as Principal of a 
flourishing academy in Stockbridge, Massachusetis, where 
he remamed two: nda half years. He afterwards sought 
the milder climate of New Jersey, and after having spent 
one year at the head of the thriving academy in Freehold, | 
he removed to Baltimore, and opened a classical school for 
boys, which has for nearly eight years received its liberal 
p tronage from the most respectable families, and given the 
highest satisfaction. 

* He now gves to one of the most attractive spots in New 
Jersey, with unabated love for his favourite prgtession, with 
a high and merited reputation, and with a «ompanion who 
is peculiarly fitted to make their house a delightful home for 
those committed to their care. His establishment, there- 
fore, can be confidently recommended to those who wish 
to place their suns under an agreeable and effectual system 
of instruction and discipline. W. YEOMANs., 

Philadelphia, February 25, 1845." 

From the Rev. Dr. Wyart, Kector of St. Paul's Church, 
Baltimore. 

‘« My Dear Sir—I must acknowledge that the information 
of your design to remove to New Jersey, created some con- 
flict in my mind, for although | cannot but rejvice in the 
extended means of success, and field of usefulness, of one 
who has hitherto so happily and honourably discharged his 
duty, neithercan I| refrain from lamenting that Baltimore is 
about to lose the benefit of your admirable institution. The 
arrangements for the education of my own children were 
not such as to allow me much personal observation of your 
school, but your care of others, in whom I was interested, 
ani some attendance at your examinations, but above all, 
decided public opinion, sustained through a number of years 
in its favour, assure me that your Academy will prove a 
most valuable accession to the city near which you are 
about to remove. Lam, with great respect, your obedient 
servant, W. E. Wyatt 

“ Baltimore, Feb. 21st, 1845.” 

From the Hon. Grorex Hutt, of Massachusetts. 

“ Dear Sir—Y our favour of the Ist inst. was duly receiv- 
ed, by which I learn your intention of commencing a t oard- 
ing School. The very gratifying improvement of my son 
and other pupils while under your care in Berkshire, justi- 
fies my ardent wish for your success in the undertaking, and 
if a formal recommendation is necessary, it will gratity me 
to give it. ‘This letter may perhaps answer the same pur- 

e. Yours, truly, GeorGe HULL. 

‘* Sandistield, Mass., Nov. 10th, 1844.” 

From the Hop. Joseru F. Ranvoipn, of New Jersey. 

“ Dear Sir—I! am happy to learn that you a.e about re- 
moving your Schovui to t.lizabethtown, in this state. New 
Jersey is in wantof good teachers and as | know trom the 
improvement made by my son whilst under your care, that 
there are lew, if any, better than yourself, | have no doubt 
but your settlement at Klizabethtown will prove alike bene- 
ficial to yourself and the community. Yours, 

““JoserH F. RANDOLPH. 

“ New Brunswick, Jan. 23d, 1845,” 

From Dr. J, H. McCu.on, of Baltimore, 

“Mr. J. A. Fay has been for six years past engaged in the 
education of my son in Greek, Latin, and the plainer branch- 
es of Mathemat.cal science. I have every reason to be sa- 
tisfied with the capacity as well as the mode of tea hing 
adopted by Mr. Fay, which suitably combines the direcung 
and instructing powers of the teacher with the agencies of 
the pupil, excited to make efforts fur his own immediate 
improvement. ; 

“ Mr. Fay’s discipline is sufficiently strict, though concili- 
atory,and | know of none to whom, both as a teacher and 
gentleman, | would sooner entrust my own child or recom- 
mend to my friends. J. H. McCution. 

“ Baltimore, Feb. 7, 1845.” 

Krom the Hon, Vavip Stewart, of Baltimore. 

“« My Dear Sir—On the eve of your departiire trom +hie 
city, | esteem it no less your right than my duty that I 
shuuld afford a candid and cordial testimony of my appro- 
bation for your services in your hunourabie profession as a 
teacher of youth. Jam not performing a mere ceremony in 
declaring that your personal fitness fur your employment, 
and your system of education, entitle you in an eminent de- 
gree to public patronage. 1 speak the language of a father 
who has been happy to realize, in the intellectual advance- 
ment of his sons, the excellence of their tutor; and I can 
confidently recommend you to all parents who desire to 
place under the most efficient supervision the morals and 
the minds of their children. I am, my dear sir, with true 
respect, your friend and servant, David STEWART. 

** Baltimore, Feb, 8, 1845.” 5 

Circulars, containing further information and testimonials, 
can be obtained by calling on Mr. Fay, or addressing him 
through the post-office. 

Rererences.—Rev. Dr. Murray, Elizabethtown, N. J. 
Rev. Dr. Phillips, Rev. Dr. Knox, Rev. Dr. Baird, Hon. J; 
Philips Phenix, New York ; Kev. Willis Lord, Hon. E. J. 
Morris, Philadelphia; Rev. Dr. Breckinridge, Rev. 8. P. 
Hill, Rev. J. G. Hamner, Rev. Edwin Dorsey, M. D., Lion, 
J. P. Kennedy, C. C. Jamison, Esq., Messrs. Armstrong & 
Berry, Baltimore; Rev. Septimus ‘T'uston, Washington ; Kev. 
J..N. Danforth, Alexandria; Rt. Rev. Dr. Johns, Hon. W. 
C. Rives, Virginia may 24. 


TRKAS, &c.—Just received, a general assortment 
of tresh new crop Green and Black ‘l'ea, some of which 
are of extra fine quainty. Young Hyson and Black Tea. 
‘Thirty-three chests of highly Tsoamaad Souchong Black 
Tea, at retail at 50 cents. ‘I'his is mach vthe best ‘l'ea ever 
sold by the subscriber at the same price. Fifty half chests 
of good quaiity Souchong, for common family use, at 374 cts. 
by the box. Also, best quality rose flavoured ‘l'ea. Also, 
on hand one thousand of the best Jersey and Cincirnat 
sugar cured Hams, for family use, with the usual assort- 
ment of the best goods kept in family Grocery Stores, wines 
and liquors excepied. Goods carefully packed for the 
SIMON COLTON, 
N. KE. corner of Chestnut and Tenthstreets, Philadelphia. 
N.B —Having bought the Teas chiefly at the public sales 
in New York, I can sell them as low as can be had atany 
wholesale or retail store in the city. 8s. C, 
may 10—1f 
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